FRANKFURT, GenbanyfR)' — Freed American hostage' Jesse Tomer 
left. Germany for the United 'States Friday, four days after being freed by 
kidnapper s who had hdd-Mm in Lebanon for nearly five years. Mr. 
Tamer, 44* flew front Frankfort on a dvil airliner bound lor Chicago and 
Denver. Hewat accompanied by hk Lebanese wife Badr and four-year 
old (bnghter Jositoe, too was born shortly after he was seized in January 
1987. Mr. Tomer’s stay at a. U.S. military hoqntal in Wiesbaden was 
shorter than that of other American hostages freed in Lebanon m recent 
yean. Officials at the hospital said they had been surprised at hk sodden 
dedsnn to leave. It was not dear whether ins early departure ami use of a 
dvfiian rather than government ptaewerc-connected with a row between 
his stepfidherand the hospitaL His s t ep fa th e r , ~Eagene Roanebor g. was 
barred from the hospital Thursday' for videotaping the family's remuon 
and passing the tape to a tdevidon network, which broadcast It in the 
United States. Mr. Ronncburg said on Friday he felt the U.S. reprimand 
had been an injustice. 
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Arabiyat returns from Tehran 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament Speaker Abdul Laiif 
Arabiyat returned to Amman Friday after firing part in an iranian- 
sponsored conference on Palestine which conducted in Tehran Tuesday. 
Dr. Arabiyat was accompanied by a Jordanian paifiameniary delegation 
which comprised deputies Abdul Majid Shiodcb and Mohamad AI Haj. 
The conference, in which mniitew and parliamentarians from 60 
conn tries p arti c ipat ed, called for forming a joint force «*«* wd Al Quds 
(Jerusalem) army to liberate all PabAiK. Dr. Arabiyat said, in a 
statement at the airpon that the confer en ce recommended coDecting 
donations to support the steadfastness of the Palestinian people. The 
Arab Pariramcntuy Union, be said, held a meeting cm the sidelines of the 
conference to unify their Stands. “Heads of the Islamic parliamentary 
delegation urged participants in the conference to support Iraq ami lift the 
embargo imposed on it once Aug. 1990,” he said. 
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? active Diplomats and experts expected to 

- partner in dominate J ordan’s negotiation team 

\/Tn/Jrt r1 By Ncrmem Murad are: Ambassador Awaad Khalidi represented in the delegation, 

v iVldUriU Jordan Tones Staff Reporter (France), Ambassador Moham- The delegation, described b 


: ; *■ WASHINGTON (AP) — Prcsi- 
. dent George Bosh said Friday 
■- Hut the United States win be a 
5;. “committed and active partner” 
' u in the Middle East peace confer- 
"■ :■ eace that opens next week. 

Mr. Bosh also said his talks 
~~:Trith Soviet President Mikhail 
•. Gorbachev before the conference 
, will cover any subject the Soviet 
• •„ ' leader wants to bring up. 

7 "i-. The U.S. president character 
" \ rised tire Madrid talks a first step 

- - . ' towards peace in a trouble part of 

the world. 

“The United States canned 
"31 3 make peace, only the parties 
g 2„ t themselves can do Ifaat,” the 
, »*' president told a news conference 

* *>1 at the White House. 

The president said he would 
;' meet privately with Israeli Prime 
i Minister Yitmak Shamir whfle in 
Madrid for tire ceremonial open- 
■ mg of the peace conference. 
The meting expands Mr. 
Bosh’s role beyond a ceremo ni al 
‘ “ ■ ft opening speech. 

. . The private session with Mr. 
Gorbachev, who is attending as 
‘ “ co-host, will be “open-ended” 
~ 1 covering subjects such as nuclear 
weapons and the Soviet eco n om y 

- - — “anything that he’s interested 

- in,” Mr. Bosh said. 

■ It wRI be their first meeting 
* since die collapse of a hardline 

■■y communist coup against Mr. Gor- 
bachev in August, and since the 
two leaders announced steps to 

• v cut tireir nuclear arsenals.. 

Mr. Bosh said be would use the 

■ -ju occasion to present another de- 

- tailed arms imtiatiye. 

rr: Mr. Bush turned aride qnca- 

- turns on the specifics of tire peace . 
*. talks. 

But be said, “we are trying to 
be a catalyst.” IBs comments 
, _ suggested he may have private 
V"*' suggestions for Mr. Shamir about 
1 shaping a settlement with the 
Arabs. 

- Mr. Bush commended the 
: statesmanship of. aO countries 
-JZ that agreed to attend the peace 
. ■* - conference, and said “sitting 
: ^ do^togetto is tire beginning of 
j£.\ understanding.” 

^fr. Bub stressed the “historic. 
" i nature” of the conference, the 
r? • ftfst in the region since a failed 
' attempt in 1973. He noted that 
i- : the Middle East has Wen “char- 

■ - : -acterised by dangerous and tragic 
-Jr. conflicts tor decades.” 

\ Even as he expressed his hopes 
■ for the outcome of tire Madrid 
*, talks, Mr. Bush brushed aside a 
; question about whether progress 
--■.3 was poss ible without Israel giving 
op t e rritory it took in 1967.. 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
was completing work last mghlon 
the names of die Jordanian ride 
to tire joint Palesthnan-iJordanzan 
delegation, and a final list is 
expected to be announced today. 
Career diplomats and technical 
experts are expected to dominate 
tire Jordanian team, which frill 
meet today with their Palestinian 
cou n te r p ar ts to get to know each 
other and coordinate strategy on 
the historic Middle East confer- 
ence that -opens in Madrid on 
Wednesday. 

Informed sources confirmed 
the names of 12 of the Jordanian 
delegates but said that the hst was 
not yet finalised by Friday even- 
ing. The sources also confirmed 
that Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
Jaber will head the joint 

lft rAmian^ P alertiniam delegation 

and that Dr. Abdul Salam Al 
Majali, a former minister and 
advisor to His Majesty tire King, 
will head tire Jordanian team to 
bilateral talks with tire Israelis. 
The 12 confirmed delegates 

Egypt 
freezes 
visa rule 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Informa- 
tion Minister Mahmoud Al 
Snuff said Friday that the 
Egyptian au t h o riti es froze a 
decision calling for Jorda- 
nians to obtain visas before 
entering Egyptian territory.’ 

In a statement given to the 
Iordan News Agency, Petra, 
Mr. Sharif said tire visa re- 
quirement for Jordanians 
would be . frozen until tire 
Egyptian authorities annul 
tire decision. He said Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber 
was informed by his Egyptian 
counterpart Friday in a tele- 
phone conversation of 
Cairo’s decision. 

The two foreign ministers 
had rtw issue Hn«kr itivrw - 

skm Thursday in Damascus 
at a meeting of the foreign . 
ministers of Jordan, Egypt, 
Palestine; Lebanon and 
Syria. Press reports published 
Friday said Jordanians should 
obtain a visa before visiting 
Egypt. The reports quoted a 
senior Egyptian officer at 
Onto airport as saying tint 
he had orders to turn back 
any Jordanian without a visa. 


Arafat will stay out of 
talks, will accept outcome 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat said Friday that the 
Palestinian delegation to the 
Mideast talks would negotiate 
without ha help, and be promised 
to abide by the co n ference’s out- 
come. 

“Anything these Palestinian 
leaders in this confe r e n ce will 
accept, I will accept,” he said in a 
television interview. 

Mr. Arafat appeared on a large 
television screen in a studio as be 
spoke by satellite from TumSi 
^Tunisia, to interviewers Phil 
Donahue and Vtanfinrir Posner, a 
Soviet political com me n ta tor. 
Several callers posed que s tio ns, 
bat Mr, Arafat app e are d to have 
difficulty bearing much of what 
was said in tire studio. 

The Palestinians are going to 
the con fer e nce in a joint delega- 
tion with Jordan, and will be 
advised by a 14-member oommil- 
tte. The talks are scheduled to 
sxan Wednesday in Madrid, 
Spain. .. 

A major issue of conflict tn 
convening tire talks was the back- 
ground pf Palestinian nego- 
tiators. Israel ruled oat any from 
outside the occupied territories or 
anyone wife strong ties to .the 
PLO. 

A rig* tbe issue's expfarvo' 
ness ante Friday, when Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir's 
spokesman sakHsraeJ would con- 
sufcr puBsig out of tire talk* ff the 


del e ga t ion included Saeb Erekat, 
who said in an interview Thurs- 
day that - his delegation “was 
chosen by tire PLO.“ 

In response to a question f rom 
Mr. Donahue whether the 
Palestinian delegates represented 
tiie PLO, Mr. Arafat said yes, but 
only because “any Palestinian 
repres en ts tire PLO.” 

“They have declared many 
times because they are. Palesti- 
nians, they are leaden in our 
occupied te r rit ori es — they will 
re present tire FLO,” he said. 

He said that principle was part 
of tire FLO’S charter. 

Mr. Arafat’s response showed 
how he was seeking to maintain a 
PLO profile in tire talks yet not 
p rov ok e the Israelis enough for 
them to back out 
Earlier, Mr. Donahue asked 
the PLO chairman if be would 
communicate with tire delegation 
daring tire 

“They are not in need of me 
now,” Mr. Arafat said. “They 
have afl the probabilities and 
capabilities and everything.” 
hi wrpfaTmng why tire Pdesti- 
nians chose to attend tire confer- 
ence,. Mr. Arafat said it was to 
avoid a split in tire peace process 
and not to give Israel any excuse 
for avoiding negotiations, . . 

Mr. Arafat was asked if he was 
optimistic. - He said the talks 
would not be easy. “We are in 
need of more efforts to achieve 

(Confined m page 7) 


are: Ambassador Awaad Khalidi 
'(Bailee), Ambassador Motsam- 
nread Udwan (tire Soviet Union), 
Ambassador Talal Sataan Al 
H««an (Belgium and tire Euro- 
pean Community), Ambassador- 
deagnate Fuad Ayyoub (tire Un- 
ited Kingdom), Armed Forces 
General Abdul Hafez Mar’ee, 
Vice-President of tire University 
of Jordan Adnan Al Bakhit, 
Foreign Ministry official and 
advisor to His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan Aoun 
Khassawneh, Secretary General 
of tire Ministry of Municipalities 
and Conner Jordan Valley Au- 
thority Director-General 
Mohammad Bam Ham, former 
Governor of Jerusalem Anwar Al 
Khatib and Harvard Universtiy 
professor WaEd Al Khalidi, who 
is also an international expert on 
Palestinian affairs. 

The inclusion of Mr. Khatib 
and Prof. Khalidi is seen as an 
effort to fulfil] the ariteria Set by 
tire Palestine National CotmdT 
(PNC) fast month in which tire 
Palestinian partiament-in-exfle 
demanded that Palestinians from 
Jerusalem and in tire diaspora be 


re presented in the delegation. 

The delegation, described by 
officials as a “team of govern- 
ment officials and experts,” will 
maintain contact with Prime 
Minister Taber Masri as a refer- 
ence point with the cabinet, 
winch is constitutionally required 
to approve the agreements result- 
ing from negotiations. 

The cabinet had met Thursday 
to approve an initial list of dele- 
gates but the final decision was 
postponed until today when the 
cabinet is expected to. meet again 
and approve the final Hst of 

miniM 

The cabinet, a coalition of 
several distinct groups espousing 
di f fer ent ideologies and political 
leanings and tediocrats, has en- 
dorsed Jordanian participation in 
the conference, but individual 
ministers are emphasising that 
they remian the “refe re nce body 
for tire delegation on -points of 
development in negotiations.” 
This was one of the key issues 
discussed during a cabinet session 
Thursday, sources told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

(Condoned on page 7) 



the King 


des to the Madrid conference are received by Jordanian officials and others upon tbdr arrival on the eastern side of 
Bridge earty Friday (Photo by Yousef Al ‘ABan) 


Palestinian team suggests 
‘confidence-building’ steps 


Israel names hardline 
team, threatens boycott 


1 TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Israel 
named a hardline team on Friday 
to Middle East peace talks and 
threatened to walk out if a 
Palestinian who declared his 
negotiating team represented the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) attended. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir, who pushed aside his Fore- 
ign Minister David Levy to take 
charge of the team, picked a 
14-member team dominated by 
hawks. 

It (fid not indude Mr. Levy 
whose aides say will now chal- 
lenge Mr. Shamir for tire Likud 
party leadership. 

Yossi Ahimeir, a Shamir aide, 
said the prime minister had 
wanted a member of the opposi- 
tion Labour Party — Edna Solo- 
dar — on the team. 

Labour, he said, instead 
offered Benjamin Ben-EKezer, a 
retired general and one-time 
coordinator of the Israeli- 
occupied territories. 

Mr. Shamir, a vehement oppo- 
nent of earlier UJS. attempts to 
end the 43-year-old Arab-Israel 
conflict, ditched ’ Mr. Levy 
Wednesday. 

The snub fuelled rumours of a 
leadership battle wi t hin Tikwl, 
bat Mr. Shamir’s aides have 
sought to calm speculation of any 
threat to the 76-year-old prime 
minister. Mr. Levy has kept sflent 
but Ins officials and his brother 
have said he would challenge Mr. 
Shamir. 

Mr. Shiwmr added fire to the 
(fispnte Friday by naming Deputy 


Foreign Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu, a rival of Mr. Levy, 
as one of the delegates to Madrid. 
Mr. Netanyahu gained some 
fame in the United States craring 
the Gulf war as spokesman for 
Israel. 

Abo included were such Lead- 
ing lawmakers from Mr. Shamir’s 
Elrod bloc as Sarah Doron and 
Uzi Landau, as well as several 
career diplomats including 
farad’s ambassador to the United 
States, Zalman Shoval. 

The list was announced by Mr. 
Shamir’s spokesman, Ehud Gd, 
who said an advisory committee 
would be named later. 

Two of those named in the 
prime minister’s team, Yossi Ben 
Aharon, director general of Mr. 
Shamir’s office, and cabinet 
secretary Elaykhn Rubinstein, 
are expected to draw the toughest 
jobs. 

Mr. Ben Aharon, who many 
befieve is more hardline than Mr. 
Shamir, is expected to bead bi- 
lateral talks with Syria. 

Mr. Rubinstein is likely to have 
drawn leadership of bilateral 
negotiations with tire Jordaman- 
Ma rtmim team. 

, The Palestinians are sending a 
14-member advisory co m mittee 
along with the 14 negotiators who 
will be part of a joint Palestiman- 
Jordaman delegation. 

The other members of the 
IsraeE delegation axe: 

(Con tin ued from page 2) 
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By SaTM> Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Palestinian de- 
legation and its newty-ejqjanded 
steering committee arrived in 
Amman Friday to further coor- 
dinate their p osition with the 
Jordanian side before traveling 
to Madrid on Monday as a joint 
Jordaman-Palestiman delegati on 
to attend the opening of the 
Middle East peace conference on 
Wednesday. 

The delegation, headed by 
pro m in ent nat i on a list Gaza 
physician Haider Abdul Shafi, 
hnd its steering committee 
headed by Faisal Husseini, were 
met by Jordanian and Palestine 
Liberation Orga nisat i o n (PLO) 
officials at the King Hussein 
Bridge across the Jordan River. 

The steering committee late on 


Thursday was expanded from 
seven to 14 people who indude 
representatives from refugee 
r a mp s and pro-PLO factions. 

Hasan Ashiani from tbe steering 
committee, who coaid not 
duectoegoriatioasbccaascshebasan 
indenti ty card from Jerusalem, told 
r eporters upon arrival at the Plaza 
Hotel lobby that the talks with Jorda- 
nian riffiriato an d the Jordanian de- 
legation, whose names had not yet 
been announced, would foens on 
fuiibet coordination before the U.S.- 
Soviet sp o n so r ed Madrid conference 
starts on Wednesday. ' 

“The talks wS be to 
and work out the logistics and pro- 
cedural Bines,” sud Dr. Ashrswi, a 
p rof es so r of Fn gNah literature at Bir 
Zdt University near Ramalhth. 

Mr. Husseini, said that the sche- 
dule of n o # tin g * with the Jordanian 
side was not yet known but a series of 

(Contented on page 4) 


Masri meets PLO and 
occupied territories teams; 
coordination going well 


By Lands K. Andooi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Prime Minister Taber 
Masri met on Friday with Senior 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) and tbe Palestinian 

side of the joint Jordaniaii-Palestiman 
deleg a tio n to coord in ate stands prior 
to fae Madrid Middle East peace 
conference this week. 

The joint delegation was scheduled 
to start a two-day meeting to work 
out a mechanism for the wok of the 
delegation at Madrid. 

Since the PLO approved the 
Palestinian delegation last week 
in nhm*n .Piii MiinM>n coor dinati on 
has been cxwirtnriinri on two interre- 
lated and ov e r lap p in g levels: Coor- 
dination between tee PLO and Jor- 
dan, which outlines the framework of 
this coordination; and talks be twe en 


Damascus meeting agrees 
on united stand in Madrid 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Arab leaders have forged a com- 
mon stance for next week’s Mid- 
dle East peace conference at a 
tweeting of their foreign ministers 
here. 

Syria, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon 
and m ain str e am m embers of tbe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion hammered oat a common 
negotiating position to bring to 
the Madrid meeting. Saudi Ara- 
bia and Morocco, who will attend 
as observers, backed tbe deci- 
sions by the front-tine Arab states 
bordering Israel. 

In the meeting in Damascus, 
the front-tine participants agreed 
not to reach separate peace 
accords with Israel, demanded a 
halt to Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories and mdstcH 
that Israel negotiate cm the status 


of Jerusalem. 

One of tire Arab sources in 
Damascus, speaking on condition 
of anonymity, said the partici- 
pants at the meeting differed 
widely on some points, but after 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shanrrir’s decision to lead the 
Israeli delegation they felt their 
best stand would be “total har- 
mony.” 

The Arab states want a “com- 
plete Israeli withdrawal” from 
the occupied Arab territories, in- 
rtnrfing Jerusalem, an “immedi- 
ate freeze” on the construction of 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories, and “realisation 
of the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people” who seek an 
independent homeland. 

Palestinian officials said Friday 
in Amman the Arab parties to the 


peace talks agree that secondary 
issues such as water rights will not 
be tackled until Israel agrees to 
discuss withdrawing from the 
occupied Arab lands. 

Multilateral talks between 
Israel and tbe Arabs are due to 
take place on issues including 
anus control and water rights 
following tbe Madrid conference. 
Bilateral talks are due to begin 
four days later. 

West Bank Palestinian leader' 
Hanan Ashrawi said in Amman 
that Palestinian officials pledged 
at the two-day meeting in Damas- 
cus not to sign separate bilateral 
treaties with Israel without prog- 
ress on tire Palestinian problem. 

“There wiD not be any single 
treaties between any single Arab 
country and Israel,” Dr. Ashrawi 
told reporte r s in Amman. 


Jordanian officials and members of 
the Palestinian delegation from tire 
o ccup i ed West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Both Jordan and the PLO have so 
far been cautious not provide Israel, 
which says it refuses to talk with 
pmrwMMiihieit linked with tee PLO., 
with the opport uni ty to torpedo the' 
p rocess. 

The resulting process is that no 
formal between PLO offi- 

cials and the Palestinian delegates are 
confirmed. 

The PLO de l egation, beaded by 
PLO Foreign Minister Faronk Qad- 
dourni,. and tbe Palestinian 
which crossed the bridge on Friday, 
aft staying at the Plaza Hotel. 

Mr. Masri went to the Plaza Friday 
eveni n g and be met with both the 
PLO delegation led by Mr. Qad- 
domni and tee Palestinian negotiating 

(Cua thm ed on page 7) 


Destruction 
of Iraqi arms 
may take 
unitil 1993 

UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
Iraq’s chemical weapons arsenal 
is so vast, cfangerous and unwiel- 
dy that U.N. teams will not be 
able to finish destroying it until at 
least 1993, a top U.N. official 
said. 

“The ... munitions that are 
filled with nerve agents and mus- 
tard gas and so on, as you can 
imagine, those are extremely 
dangerous to handle,” said Rolf 
Ekens, head of the U.N. special 
commission set np to destroy 
Iraq’s chemical arsenal and other 
mass destruction weapons. 

Disposing of the munitions 
poses “a great risk," Mr. Ekens 


Dughmi’s resignation expected to end 
differences in cabinet over labour policies 


By P. V. Vtofamaad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe resignation 
of Abdnl kurim Dughmi as 
labour minister was accepted 
Thursday, ending dif fere n ce s 
in tire council of mmfete rs 
s p a nnin g several months over 
labour policies and other 
issues concerning govern- 
ment woxk. 

Tbe resignation was not a 
spur-of-the-moment decision 
but tire culmination of differ- 
ences in approach among 
members of tire cabinet of 
Prime Minister Taher Masri 
and had a lot to dp with tire 
basic concept of “Jordamsa- 
tion” oftheKmgdom’s work- 
force, according to informed 
sources and analysts. 

A Royal Decree was issued 
Thursday accepting Mr. 
Dughmi’s resignation and 
appointing Qasnxn Obctoat, 
mpnster of stare for prime 
ministry affairs, as acting 



Abrfail Karim ftnghnri 

labour minister. Dr. Obeidat 
had served as labour minister 
under Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran from December 1989 
to January 1991. 

Reports of Mr. Dughmfs 
departure from the cabinet 
emerged Wednesday, when 
tire mi n i ster sent word that he 
had resigned Iris job effective 
Oct- 13, but it was not then 
dear whether his resignation 


would be - accepted by King 
Hussein, following a recom- 
mendation from tire prime 
minister, who was said to 
have involved in a last-ditch 
effort to convince the deputy 
from the northern constituen- 
cy of Mafraq to stay. 

“Prime Minister Masri 
himself and several cabinet 
col le agues tried in vain to 
talk Mr. Dughmi out of res- 
igning,” said a cabinet 
source. “They gave up after 
Mr. Dnghmi refused to 
budge from his position,” 
added tire source, who, like 
most others who spoke to the 
Jordan Times on the issue, 
preferred anonymity. 

Accounts of tbe reasons of 
tire resignation of Mr. Dugh- 
mi vary, hot a consensus 
among various sources is that 
it had fade to do with pofaks 
related to Jordan’s participa- 
tion in tire peace process. 

Mr. Dughmi, a l awy e r by 
profession, joined the gov- 



Qsseem Obeidat 

eminent as minister of muni- 
cipal affairs and tire environ- 
ment in December 1989 when 
Mr. Badran formed his gov- 
ernment after the parliamen- 
tary elections in November of 
that year. He was appointed 
minister of labour in the 
cabinet reshuffle of January 
1991, and retained tire port- 
fbfio in the Masri calrinet, 
which was sworn in on June 


19, 1991. 

According to cabinet 
sources, ' Mr. Dughmi had 
submitted his resignation 
several times in tire past, 
including during his tenure in 
tiie Badran cabinet, after 
sharp d i ffe r e n ces arose be- 
tween him and other minis- 
ters over labour policies and 
other issues involving govern- 
ment policies. 

“It was mostly a question 
of chemistries not mixing,” 
commented a cabinet mem- 
ber. '“Mr.* Dughmi had his 
.own way of domg things and 
some of his colleagues did not 
see eye-to-eye with him, and 
the differences gradually 
grew to an inecoocdabk 
rift,” said the source. “Mr. 
Dughmi had submitted his 
resignation at least six times 
in the past, but everytime he 
was dissuaded.” 

Mr. Dughmi, who lives in 

(Continued on page 7) 


A team of about 50 U Jf. spe- 
cial commission inspectors is cur- 
rently surveying tiie main Iraqi 
chemical weapons site at the 
Moth anna military base outside 
of Baghdad. Their mission is 
to end in early November. 

The munitions will be des- 
troyed on site at Mnthanna, and 
chemical weapons found else- 
where in Iraq are being trans- 
ported there. 

Tire inspector are checking all 

of the many buildings on the site 


understated its weapons prog- 
rammes in its declarations to tiie 
United Nations. 

In April, Iraq declared it had 
about 12,000 chemical bombs, 
shells and missiles, but inspectors 
found about 46,000 loaded 
weapons, along with 79,000 unfil- 
led monitions, over 600 tons of 
chemical warfare agents and 
3,000 tons of precursor chemic- 
als. 

“We wiD work weU into 1993 
on tire destruction of chemicals; 
that wiD be a prolonged ele- 
ment," Mr. Ekens told reporters. 
“We have now 125,000 items to 

take care of, which is an enor- 
mous amount” 

Iraq declared after tire Gulf 

war that it had 52 Send or mod- 
ified Scud missiles, and 30 
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Middle East News 


Turks renew raids against 


Kurds in northern Iraq 


ANKARA (Agencies) — Tur- 
kish warplanes and helicopters 
attacked Turkish Kurdish guerril- 
la bases in northern Iraq Friday 
for the second time this month, 
the semi-official Anatolia news 
agency reported. 

The bases were suspected to be 
run by guerrillas of the outlawed 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK), a 
group fighting for independence 
in southeastern Turkey since 
1984. The area is home to about 
half of Turkey's 12 million Kurds. 

“Our forces are hitting and 
returning. The opeation is along 
the border and a few kilometres 
inside Iraq," the news agency 
quoted General Dogan Gores, 
chief of the Turkish general staff, 
as saying. 

It reported that Turkish jets' 
took off from an air base at 
Diyarbaldr at 4. a.m. (0200 
GMT) and hit their targets. After 
that, it said, “large numbers” of 
helicopters took off from Hak- 
kari, 550 kilometres to the east, 
with troops at 7 a.m- (0500 GMT) 
and returned an hour later. 

At 10.30 a.m. (0830 GMT), a 
second wave of jets took off and 
beaded for Iraq, the agency said. 

The new Turkish military op- 
eration followed the arrival in 
southeastern Turkey on Thursday 
of Gen. Gures and other top 
military commanders. 

The raids appeared to be 
mounted in response to Kurdish 
rebel attacks Thursday on army 
outposts in the villages of Cayirti, 
Erisli and Cmarli near the border 
town of Cukurca in Hakkari pro- 
vince, Anatolia said. The night 
before, rebels ambushed an army 
patrol near the border town of 
SOopi, kitting five soldiers and 
attacked an express train, killing 
one passenger. 


Anatolia said at least 30 people 
were wounded in Friday's raids, 
indudmg' soldiers and civilians. 

Siamand Ban an, the Ankara 
representative of the Democratic 
Party- of Kurdistan (KDP), a 
leading Iraqi Kurdish opposition 
movement, said be was told by 
Turkish officials that the raid had 
bee n mo unted to capture about 
400 PKK guerrillas who reported- 
ly staged the recent raids. 

SerchO Kazaz, another Kurdish 
spokesman* representing the Pat- 
riotic Union of Kurdistan 
(PUK) here, said be had received 
no information so far. 
ffom Kurdish sources as to the 
targets and possible casualties. 

But Mr. Banaa voiced fears 
about possible new civilian vic- 
tims. 

“Why is it always us who is 
suffering everytime?” he 
Lamented in a telephone inter- 
view with the Associated Press. 

Turkey staged raids in northern 
Iraq on Aug. 5 and Oct. 11 after 
attacks by Turkish Kurdish guer- 
rillas on border posts left 21 
soldiers dead. Iraq condemned 
the attacks. 

Turkey, dismissing protests 
from Iraq, Iraqi Kurdish groups 
in loose control of northern Iraq, 
and its NATO ally Germany, said 
last week it would mount further 
raids if necessary. 

More than 3,300 people have 
been killed in the s outheast since 
1984 when the PKK began fight- 
ing for an independent state. 

The cross-border thrust fol- 
lowed Sunday's general election 
which made Suleyman DemireFs 
True Path Party the biggest fac- 
tion in parliament, but failed to 
give him a dear majority. 

Two earlier Turkish incursions 
into Iraq were sparked by PKK 


raids that killed nine soldiers in a 
gendarmerie post on Aug. 4 and 
11 soldiers on border patrol on 
Oct. 11. 

Ankara says foe PKK is ex- 
ploiting a power vacuum in north- 
ern Iraq created when allied 
troops forced the Iraqi army to 
move south in April to let half a 
million Kurdish refugees go 
home. 

The Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 
tan, led by JalalTal a ba n i, and the 
Kurdish Democratic Party of 
Masoud Barz&ni have com- 
plained that Turkish raids have 
killed and injured Kurdish civi- 
lians. Turkey has denied the 


Iraq twice protested to the Un- 
ited Nations after the second 
raid, Bpwwig the Turks of us ing 
napalm on civilians. 

Ankara dismiss ed the com- 
plaints as unacceptable, saying it 
was determined to wipe out PKK 
bases in northern Iraq. 

Mr. Demire 1, weighing coali- 
tion options before the newly- 
elected parliament convenes nert 
week, has pledged to keep up the 
fight against the PKK. He won 
-178- seats in the 450-member 
assembly. 

Mr. Talabani was due to visit, 
Ankara Saturday before return- 
ing to northern Iraq after a leng- 
thy foreign tour. 

His spokesman Qazzaz said be 
would meet the U.S. charge d’af- 
faires and the British, German 
and Japanese envoys. He could 
not say wtnefa Turkish officials he 
would meet. 

Previously President Turgot 
Ozal’s spokesman Kaya Toperi 
had handled contacts with Iraqi 
Kurdish leaders, but Mr. Demirel 
has sworn to force Mr. Ozal to 
keep out of diplomacy in f u t ure . 



MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


King Hassan picks Jew as adviser 


RABAT (R) — King Hassan has appointed Andre Azoulay, a 
Moroccan Jew, as lus economic and financial adviser, -palace 
sources said Friday. He is the second Jew to be appointed to high 
office since independence in 1956. French-educated Azoulay, 50, 
founded the defunct economic daily Maxoc Informations m 
Casablanca and later became a senior executive of the French bank 
Paribas. In 1979 he founded the Identity and Dialogue Association 
in France to promote understanding between Israel and the 
Palestinians, He was made a member of the Legion of Honour by 
former French Prime Minister Michael Rocard fo 1981 for his work 
as vice-president of the International Centre For Peace in the 
Middle East. Born in the coastal town of Essaouira south of 
Casablanca, Mr .Azoulay is a member of a distinguished Moroccan 
Jewish family. Leon Benzaquen, a Moroccan Jew, was minister of 
posts in the first independent government for two years at a time 
when the Moroccan Jewish community numbered 275,000. The 
community has since diminished to about 8,000 after mass 
emigrations to Israel. 


Two Sudanese accidentally killed 


NAIROBI (AP) — Two Sudanese men were killed by bags of food 
airdropped to an estimated 100,000 stranded refugees near the 
southern Sudanese town of Pochala, the Red Cross said Friday. 
The airdrop was suspended temporarily pending further investiga- 
tion of the Thursday accident, the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) said in a statement. The two men, both in their 
40s, were ItiUled when part of a food load dropped from a C-130 
Hercules cargo plane fell outside the designated drop zone, the 
ICRC said. Hundreds of people gather daily around Podftla's 
small, dirt airstrip awaiting the food's arrival. Tire needy in Pochala. 
are Sudanese who returned from Ethiopia in May when fighting 
that toppled that country's government threatened their refugee 
camps. They walked several days, fording rivers, to reach Sudan's 
eastern border where they were marooned by vast swamps which 
cover much of the region during its annual rainy season. The rainy 
season is not expected to end until December, leaving the 
returnees dependent for their food on the Red Cross, which has 
delivered 2,500 tonnes to them since July. The ICRC said it aimed 
to use the airdrop to deliver 60 per cent of the 3,800 tonnes of food 
needed in Pochala until the end of the year. The rest will be 
brought m on small planes capable of landing on the rudimentary 
airstrip, the ICRC said. ' 


Ethiopia, Sudan sign cooperation 
agreement 


ADDIS ABABA (AP) — Ethiopia and Sudan have signed an 
agreement of cooperation and friendship ending years of acrimo- 
nious charges of interference in each others affairs. The agreement 
was qgnftd Thursday by the heads of state of the two countries at 
the end of a two-day state visit to Ethiopia by Lieutenant-General 
Omar Hassan A1 Bashir, Sudan's military leader. Gen. Bashir’s 
was the fust official visit by a head of state since former President 
Mengistu Haile Mariam was overthrown in May by the Ethiopian 
People's Revolutionary Democratic Front. Under Cokmel Mengis- 
tu, relations between the two East African neighbours were 
strained by their support for each others insurgencies. After Mr. 
Mengistu’s ouster, Ethiopia’s rebels no longer needed refuge in 
Sudan and after seizing power they evicted Sudanese insurgents 
from Ethiopian territory. In a series of speeches during his visit, 
Gen. Bashir repeatedly said that a new era of peace and stability in 
the region was ushered in with Col. Mengistu’s overthrow. 


34 wells remain to be capped In Kuwait 


KUWAIT (R) — Firefighters say they have capped all but 34 ofcar| 
tbtal;;of 732 oil wells set alight or damaged in die Gvtf.w%r..in 
■February. A string of international teams fighting the .roaring 
in Kuwait’s oilfields expect the remaining wells to be capped in tea 
than two weeks. “If we keep up die current pace, the wells will be 
out In less than two weeks,” one American firefighter said. The last 
■well will be capped by a Kuwaiti team. Up to 27 years tackling the 
world’s worst oilfield disaster say they are now capping up to six 
wells a day compared to one every four days when they started 
battling dm inferno in March. The teams say some of the remaining 
wells are difficult to cap because cjf ground fires raging around 
them. The emirate is currently producing 294,000 barrels of crude 
per day against a daily output of two million barrels before Iraq's 
invasioa of Aug. 2, 1990. 


Saudis send $3 million to PLO 


TUNIS (R) — Saudi Arabia has sent die Palestine Liberation - 
Organisation (PLO) a cheque for nearly $3 million it collected 
Cram private donors, a senior Palestinian official said Friday. Abu 
Ala, director of the PLO’s Economic and FmandalDepartoent, . 
told Reuters the gift came from die Saudi Arabian Committee for 
die Support of the Palestinian Combattants. PLO relations with 
Riyadh soured during the Gulf war. PLO Execu t ive Committee 
member Yasser Abed-Rabbo said Thursday after talks in Damas- 
cus with Saudi Foreign Minister Sand A1 Faisal that Saudi Arabia 
had pledged to restore ties. Diplomats in Tunis said relations had 
improved because of the PLO’s acceptance of the Middle East 
peace talks sponsored by Washington and Moscow. “SaucQ 
Arabia is among the countries which are the most aware of' 
Palestinian difficulties,” Mr. Abu Ala said. “We are sure its 
support will continue and be intensified.” Under resolutions 
adopted at a 1988 Arab summit in Algiers Saudi Arabia agreed to 
give the PLO $6.2 million a month. 


Saudis planning purchase of British equipment 


LONDON (AP) — Saudi Arabia expects to announce a major 
purchase of British defence equipment 6y the end of tins year, the 
Times of London reported Friday quoting the Saudi ambassador 
to the United States. Ambassador Prince Bandar Ben Sultan did 
not specify the composition of the order or the amount. But the 
times estimated the sale at £10 billion ($17 bfifion) over five years. 
It said the order is expected to include 48 Tornado and 60 Hawk 
jet fighters made by British Aerospace, 40 helicopters made by 
Westland Group, six minesweepers and some air-to-air missiles. 


. Palestinian rebels 
control ‘Ain A1 Hilweli 


SIDON (AP) — Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat moved 
fist Friday to end a revolt against 
Ins acceptance of the Middle East 
peace conference, Palestinian 
sources said. 

The sources at Lebanon's 
largest Palestiman refugce camp 
said Mr. Arafat’s command -in 
Tunis was in radio contact with 
rebel commander Major Munir 
Makdah and that a co m p ro mise 
had been reached. 

Maj. Makdah, who heads the 
security apparatus known as 
Force 17 of the FLO'S main- 
stream Fateh faction, cm Thurs- 
day seized control of Fateh’s- 
command headquarters in a day- 
long bloodless upheaval. 

Maj. Makdah's 300 .hardcore 
guerrillas controlled all Fateh's 
centers in ‘Ain A1 Hflweh Friday. 
They patrolled the streets and 
alleyways as well as the camp's 
inlets and outlets. 

“What happened was merely a 
change in our military positions,” 
Maj. Makdah told a news confer- 
ence at Fateh's command head- 
quarters after the compromise 
was reached. 

“It does not mean a mutiny or 
br e aka way, I am the man re- 
sponsible for the camp's security 
and have done what was done to 
consolidate the security of 
Fateh’s posts,” said Maj. Mak- 
dah. 

However, he stressed his 
opposition to the peace confer- 
ence set for Wednesday in Mad- 
rid “because it is a conference of 
capitulation. I have a right to 
demonstrate my opposition.” 

Maj. Makdah. 35, also said he 
was against the recent conference 
in Tehran by about 450 Palesti- 
nian and Muslim leaders worl- 
dwide, which also opposed die 
Madrid conference. 

Maj. Makdah opposes the 
peace co n ference because the 
PLO is not represented in die 
talks with a separate delegation 
to defend its demands. He and his 
followers believe die PLO’s in-, 
terests would be lost as other 
Arab delegates concentrate on 
their respective interests. 

Reporters who toured the 
sprawling . camp found no signs of 


tension amoftg its estimated 

50.000 inhabitants, .including 

33.000 U-N.regjstercd refugees. 

- Maj. Makdah had earlier 
issued a communique calling ori 
Arafat loyalists to fell in Hue or 
leave the camp, saying “we arc all 
duty-bound to defend our cause, 
the cause of Palestine. We say: 
*do’ to the peace c on ference." 

But after the compromise with 
the PLQ headquarters, Maj. 
Makdah allowed die PLO secur- 
ity chief. Major Kamal Medhat, 
who filed to the southern-most 


Lebanese port of Tyre Thursday; 
to return to 'Ain A1 HDweh. 


*What happened was not a 
revolt We still are brothers,” 
Maj. Medhat told reporters upon 
Lus return. “Fateh remains -une- 
quivocally under Arafat’s lead- 
ership-” 

The sources have earlier pre- 
dicted that Mr. Arafet would be 
able to resolve- the revolt if be 
abolishes the salary cuts be had 
introduced for Fateh's guerrillas 
after the Gulf war. 

“If Arafat loosens the purse, 
then there is a fat chance the 
revolt will be amicably settled 
and the PLO will be back in the 
saddle,” said one source. 

He said later that the Tunis, 
command bad actually agreed to 
q hnlish the salary cuts introduced 
last March after the Gulf war was 
over. 

Mr. Arafat's austerity mea- 
sures followed the. suspension of 
the PLO subsidies by the ofl- 
weahhy Gulf Arab states because 
Arafat sided with Iraq.- 

Maj. Makdah used the absence 
of Mr. Arafat’s top lieutenants 

from the camp to stage his revolt. 

His men seized Fateh’s command 
headquarters, which cfirects poli- 
tical and. military activity of the 
organisa tion m South Lebanon. 

Most of toe pro-Arafat officials 
were in Tunis for consultations 
about the peace conference. 

The majority of Maj. Makdah's 
followers belonged to the first 
wave of Palestinian emigration 
after the 1948 Arab-IsraeH war, 
when Israel was created. 

The pro- Arafat commanders in 
‘Ain A1 Hilweh all belonged to 
the second Palestinian diaspora 
triggered by 1967 war. 
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SaQai Meridor, po&kat adviser 
to Defence Minister Mtajie 
Areas; 

Brigadier General Ekutiel 
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■ Assad Assad, a member $jf 
Israel's prime minority: who 7b 
Shamir’s . adviser . for Druze 



Shortly before toe Israeli toon 
as announced a row erupted 
which could threaten toe confer- 
ence, tote to be' opened by toe 
UJ5. and Soviet presidents in 
Madrid Wednesday. 

Mr. Shamir's bureau chief Ycs- 
si Ahhneir said Israel wouJd wjjik 
out if Palestinian delegate Saeb 
Erekat attended the. talks. 

Be said he hoped the 
States would “handle” the . 
lem before toe conference con- , 
vend. .i®#' 

Mr. Erekat told Cable Nefs *•* 


* L, 


LX.. ' 

United - 
«P top- 


Network (CNN) television 
the Palestinian team 


Wednesday . 
repr e sen ted, the PLO 
“We are tin PLO defegaticp, 
this delegation was chosen by the 
PLO,” Mr. Erekat sakL 
“Everybody beard Mr. Ere; 
leafs declarations so it is self, 
evident about his activity of 
membership (in toe FLO)” Mrj 
Ahimeir arid. • 

Overall Palestinian delegation 
head Faisal Husseirii distanced 
hims elf from Mr. Erekat saying 
only he or delegation spokes- 
woman Henan Ashrawi could 
malm official statements on be-i 
half of fbe Palestinian team. ; 

' But Mr. HussemPs statement 
did not placate the Israelis. . 

“If we wiO see in front of dm 
eyes people connected, belonging 
to or representing die PL0j 
either they- or us wffl leave,” be 
said. “It (Mr. Erekafs statmentsj 
causes problems, it causes trouble 
and we hope the Americans wtifa 
handle it” >T' 
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Profiles of Israeli delegation 


FOLLOWING ARE profiles -of 

tile 14-Israrh negotiators- earned 
Friday ‘for the Mkkfle East peace 
conference to begin next week in 
Madrid, Spain. 

■ — Yitzhak Shamir, 76, Israel's 
prime minister, mil bead the 
delegation. Born in Poland, be 
immigrated to British-mandatc 
Palestine in 1935 and became a 
leader of Lehi, the most extreme 
Jewish underground fighting the 
British. After statehood, Mr. 
Shamir spent years with the Mos- 
sad intelligence service before his 
1970 election to parliament. He 
inherited the prime ministry in 
1983 from Menachem Begin, was 
deputy prime minister 1984-86 
and resumed the premiership in 
1986. 

— Yosef “YossT' Ben- Aharon, 
59, is expected to bead the bi- 
lateral talks with Syria. He is 
director-general of the prime 
ministry and Mr. Shamir’s chief 
political adviser. B am in Jeru- 
salem, Mr. Ben- Aharon spent 
most of his early years in Fort 
Said, Egypt. He majored in Ara- 
bic and Middle East history at 
Hebrew University. He was de- 
puty consul-general in New York 
in the late 1970s. 

— Etyakim Rubinstein, 44, 
cabinet secretary closely associ- 
ated with Mr. Shamir. He was 


. — YosefHadas, 63, is acting ; jahu, 4i, isdepury foreign mmi&i 
director-general of th& foreign \ {ter. Bora in Jsgqe& he- canted 


ministry. -He bolds a Ph.D. in > 
political science from the Sorbon- - 
nc. A career diplomat, be has 
served in Senegal, Mali, Niger, 
Paris, Denmark and was the 
Israeli representative to the 
European Community. La the 
late 1970s and early 1980s, he was 
in charge of implementing the 
peace treaty with Egypt and in 
1980, he opened the Israeli 
embassy in Cairo. 


— Uzi Lan da u , 48, is a mem- 
ber of the Likud bloc in parlia- 
ment. Bom in Haifa, he is a 
systems analyst with degrees from 
Haifa’s Techmon and the Mas- 
sachusetts Institute of Technolo- 
gy. He formerly served as 
director-general of the trans- 
portation ministry 


— Sallai Meridor, 36, is politic- 
al adviser to Defence Minister 
Mosbe Arens. He holds a B.A. in 
Israeli history from Hebrew Uni- 
versity and was an emissary of the 
World Zionist Orga nisa tion in 
the United States. 

— Brigadier General Yekutiel 
“Kuti” Mot, 45, bead of analysis 
in. 1 military intelligence and an 
adviser to Mr. Arens. He was' 
bam in Tel Aviv and holds a 
• B.A. in Mkkfle Eastern studies 


ilor’s mid master’s degrees 
from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology. He worked m toe 
Israeli embassy in Washington 
from 1982-84 and was ambassa- 
dor to toe United Nations from' 
1984-88. He often served as* a 
spokesman for Israel daring the, 
Gulf war.- - ■.* 

— Zalman Shoval, 61, is 
Israel's ambassador to the United 
States. He was born in Germany, 
and . immigrated to British-m&i; 
date Palestine in 1938. Be holds a; 
Ph-D. in international relations 
and worked as a banker. He: 
served three terms in the parito-; 
ment before being appointed 1 
ambassador in 1990. 

The efther members of the! , 
Israeli delegation are: j \ 

— Shlomo Ben-Ami, ambasaa-jfe 
dor to Spain *? 

— Eytan Bentsur, deputy: 
director-general of the foreign; .' 
nnmstry • • 

— Assad Assad, a member 6f! 






Israel's druze minority who is Mr. : 
Shamir’s adviser for DruJ-el 


fcSi 


Before the announcement,' 
Israel radio reported digt Mr.! 
Shamir called Labour Party lead-; 
erShnnon Peres and asked him tn 1 


Xtt.-’.JS? ISSSSSt- ™ Aviv Ui^. After. 


joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian delegation. Mr. 
R ub inste i n is a framer bureau 
chief and legal advisor to the 
foreign mmistty and was a mem- 
ber of the Israeli delegation to 
peace talks with Egypt 


compulsory army service, he 
joined the army’s intelligence 
branch. He fought in the 1967 
and 1973 Mkkfle East wars and in 
Israel’s 1982 invasion of Lebtt*: 
non. 

— Binyamm “Bibi 


reach a broader consensus. 

Labor, named Iraqi-bont. * 
Bmyamin Ben-EKezer, but ha : 
name was not on file list of-defo- > 
gates, . presumably . meaning be ; 
may be named- to the atomy ! 
Netany- team. 
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ard^Man. 
dynamite 
tin mouth, 
kills self 

; ■ AMMAN (J.T.) — A42-year 

■: ^ old man fiom Maan committed 
'' ~* T h isnidde Thursday by detonating 
‘ ’* L.m'l explosives he had attached to 
Jus head and body. 

Nabil Mohammad A1 
'• j - 'Awadeh, a quarry owner, 

T ‘<jl . drove lus pick-up to the Maan 
ceme te ry accompanied by ins 
•" teenage son Ashraf. He then 
; . "pot a dynamite bar in Ins 
' ^ mood) and connected it to the 

' car battery, a Maan resident 
-'told the Jordan Times. 

. . ■%/"’ The resident, who did not 

' ” wish to be identified, said the 

"" man’s upper half was “moti- 
.r - > p lated beyond recognition." . 
!"■ J r He said the son was not 
. a : V 'harmed by the expkjdon. 

,, Mr. Awadeh, originally 

'[ - from Nablns m the West Bank, 

■i ;V. M access to csdMvw to use 
• - his qoarry, the Maan resi- 

dent said. 

* . The resident, who has con- 

i - ncctkms to the police depart- 
incut, said Mr. Awadeh had 
. . jJtecently ran into financial 
-. . Tproblems, had divorced his 
'• r second wife and had quarrels 
/ with his relatives. 

’’ The police department in 
Maan declined to give any in- 
formation about the incident. 
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King congratulates 
Austria 

AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein Friday 
sent a cable to Austrian Presi- 
dent Kart Waldheim congratu- 
lating him on his country’s 
national day. The King ex- 
pressed his best wishes to the 
Austrian president on the 
oocashm and wished the Au- 
strian people further progres s 
and p rospe rit y. 

Lawzi praises 
Jordanian position 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker 
of die Upper House of Parlia- l 
meat Ahmad A1 Lawzi Friday, 
stressed Jordan^ 
stand winch balls for 
Arab ranks and achieving soli- 
darity. Addressing a large au- 
dience at the Arab Youth 
Forum, Mr. Lawzi called on 
the Arab Nation to rise above 
the rifts and differences and to 
lean from the mistakes of the 
in order to achieve a 
fixture for the genera- 
tions to come. 

Delegation leaves 
for AAU meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — Presi- 
dents of Jordanian universities 
Thursday left for Doha to take 
part in the Association of Arab 
Universities (AAU) meetings 
due to be held in the Qatari 
capital today. Participants win 
■rf-discuss the association’s 
budget, its annual report and 
win elect a new secretary 
general for a four-year term. 

Madrid media 
delegation named 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tareq 
Khonri of the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, was named to 
head foe Jordanian official 
media delegation to Spain 
where they are expected to 
cover the peace conference 
which will convene there on 
Oct 30. The delegation in- 
cludes Mnreed Hammad and 
Kassab Samawi from Jordan 
Television, Omar A1 Omari 
from Petra, and Mohammad 
A1 Sharif from Radio Jordan. 

flew hotel opens In 
Aqaba 

AMMAN (Petra) — Maan 
Governor QascmAl Fanyyeh 
•Thursday stood in for His 
Majesty King Hussein in open- 
ing the Aquamarina 121 Hotel 
in Aqaba. The hotel includes 
54 rooms with 120- beds.- 


’ll 


Symposium on 

foodpricing 

concludes 

AMMAN (Petra) — A six-day 
symposium on pricing and food 
subsidy policies concluded 
herc Thmsday with a can for 
foe right donate to. 

b etw een 
and demand. Hie sym- 
abo called for provid- 
ing the Infrastructure needed 
to promote marketing, such as 
road networks, storing areas; 
databa se and other 

infill mUflw 


ESCWA and specialised agencies 
celebrate United Rations Day 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Un- 
ited Nations Economic and So- 
cial C omm i ssio n for Western 
Asia (ESCWA), UNDP and 
specialised agencies based in 
Amman Thursday celebrated 
United Nations Day. ■ 
During a ceremony under 
foe patronage of the His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, at the Royal Cultural Gen- 
tie. Dr. Tayseer Abdel Jaber 
— - under secretaiy-geaeral and 
executive secretary of ESCWA 
— addressed ministers, repre- 
sentatives of the specialised 
agencies and their staff mem- 
bers. 

Crown Prince Hassan under- 
lined the seriousness of the 
situation in Jordan in the after- 
math of the Golf war and 
reminded that his country wit- 
nessed the arrival of “foe* 
largest wave of migration” that 
started with the Palestinian -ex- 
odus in 1948 and again in 1967 
an d ended with the hundreds' 
of thousands of returnees from ' 
the Golf countries. 

He made reference to an 
ESCWA report on migration, 
and reiterated his country's 
need for external aid to help 
absorb foe “waves of exodus.” 
He re a ffi rm ed that the $4.5 
WKod Jordan needs in this 
context would barely help safe- 
guarding the current standard 
of life. 

Underfiring foe three major 
issues that have to be dealt 
with in the regional and in the 
international levels in order to 
e nh anc e foe development and 



HhRoyri Highness Crown Prince Hassan addresses conference at Ro^al Cultural Centre cekbrat- 
kg United Nations Say Thursday (Petro photo) 


that threatens the human 


security in the Middle East, 
namely aims' control energy, 
and debt relief. Prince Hassan 
called for additional ef fo rt s to 
ta ckl e foe problems of hunger 
and indebtedness and said 
‘hunger is a form of genocide 


While emphasising foe role 
of the organisation of the Un- 
ited Nations, Crown Prince 
Hassan said foe UN. should 
reassess its role through emph- 
asising coordination. The 
structural elements must be 
reformed to ensure symmetry, 
be said. 

The Crown Prince called 
upon tiie U.N. f amil y to asria 
the region by enhancing inter- 
disriplmarity and by reinforc- 
ing regional cooperation, 
adding that the United Nations 
presence can only be ensured 
by its members. 

Dr. Tayseer Abdel labor, 
said in his statement that West- 
ern Asia region has not witnes- 
sed in recent history a more 
difficult year than the one that 
has just passed. It was a truly 


bitter one, during which aU the 
peoples of the region and m 
particular those of Kuwait and 
of Iraq, lived a total economic 
and social tragedy. 

Dr. Abdel Jaber recalled 
that thousands of citizens were 
displaced with immense suffer- 
ing and Jordan, with its deep 
rooted traditions of generosity 
and hospitality, was able to 
facilitate and assist the flow of 
hundreds of thousands of eva- 
cuees. He expressed the hope 
that the multilateral and bi- 
lateral assistance will help 
alleviate Jordan’s economic 
problems resulting from the 


tragedy. 
The « 


executive secretary of 
ESCWA regretted that aimed 
conflicts have destroyed the 
infrastructure and public ser- 
vices projects in more than one 
country of the region. 


Dr. Abdel Jaber said that 
the occupation by Israel of 
Palestinian and other Arab ter- 
ritories for about a quarter of a 
century, the ordeals of Leba- 
non, foe consequences of the 
Iraq/Iran War and the Gulf 
war have weakened the re- 
gion’s capacity to confront the 
basic issues of development in 
the ri gh t manner . 

Welcoming the peace con- 
ference nn tlw» Mirlrflf R jtft flue 
to the held in Madrid, dr. 
Abdel Jaber expressed the 
hope that the couficts in the 
region find their way towards 
resolution in c on fo rm ity with 
justice and international legi- 
timacy. He concluded his state- 
ment by reading the message 
of the secretary-general of the 
United Nations, Javier Perez* 
de Cuellar, on foe occasion of 
foe U.N. Day. 


REVIEW 


Don Pasquale delights audience with humour 


.By Serene Haiasa ' 

Special to foe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Opera .Don Pas- 
quale performed Wefoiesday 
night at the Hotel Jordan In- 
ter-Continental c ap t u red the 
delight of the audience. 

Presented for the first tune 
in Jordan, tins comedy opera 
tells the story of mr old man. - 
■who disinherits his nephew for 
disobeying him .and not mar . 

lying someone chosen for him* 
Instead, be weds a young bride 
who, ironically, t ur n s ant to be 
(be nephew's poor sweetheart. 

The story takes on a humor- 
ous twist as the nephew, 
Ernesto played by Harry 
Nicoli, the unde’s spicy doo- 
tor, Dr. Malatcsata played by 
Christopher Blades, and the 
strong willed witty young bride 
(and Ernesto’s sweetheart) 


Norina, played by Carol 
Meyer, gang up against the 
elderly unde and fake his mar- 
riage in order to dissuade the 
unde from committing such a 
grave mistake of disinheriting 
his nephew. 

Burdened .with bills from his 
new bride’s and ' wasteful 
spending, the ignorant Don 
Pasquale seeks the advice of 
the good doctor. The doctor, 
in collusion with Norina, per- 
suades her to divorce Don Pas- 
quale, claiming the (Don Pas- 
quale) has another bride. The 
opera is thus concluded with 
the unveiling of the cast's true 
identities and the realisation of 
Don Pasqnale’s error. 

The opera, the cast, the set 
and foe music were very heart 
warming. The voices and per- 
formances of the four main 
stars, especially the coy, prud- 


ish act of the good doctor, is 
entrancing and adds spice to the 
stoiy line. 

Don Pasquale’s character, 
played by Attila Mamzade, 
takes the audience through * 
roler coaster of emotions, at 
the start of the opera, a pom- 
pous Don Pasquale throws his 
nephew out in the cold with no 
second thoughts, but through- 
out the opera and up until the 
true identities of the cast are 
revealed, the emotional set-" 
back suffered by Don. Pasquale 
at the hands of his bride (espe- 
cially when be is slapped by 
.her) makes the audience feel 
sorry for him. 

The witty and strong charac- 
ter of Norina, and foe act she 
puts on at foe start of the 
opera, in collaboration with 
. foe good doctor, is a magical 
combination that gives this 


opera its comic edge. 

AH in all, the opera, the cast 
and their performance were 
delighting mid entertaining. 


Minister: UNESCO offices 
to remain in Amman 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Hie regional 
office of the United Nations Edu- 
cational Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO) wiD re- 
main in Amman to continue to 
practice as a centre for cultural 
activities and communication for 
Arab countries, according to 
Minister of Education Eid 
Dahiyat. 

Speaking upon returning to 
Amman from a UNESCO meet- 
ing in Paris, Dr. Dahiyat said he 
had held meetings with U NES CO 
officials over this matter and 
Came to an agreement with them 
that the regional office in Amman 
will operate as a centre for train- 
ing and research, specifically re- 
lated to women in the 'Arab re- 
gion. 

Last July, UNESCO Director 
General Federico Mayor 
announced that the UNESCO 
offices in Amman would be 
moved to Beirut and would be 
operational in the Lebanese 
capital by April 1992. The deci- 
sion caused deep concern among 



Eid DaMyat 

local Jordanian staff employed by 
the organisation in Amman. 

With reference to the 'UN- 
ESCO meeting, Dr. Dahiyat said 
that bis delegation submitted to 
the meeting an outline of Jor-. 
dan’s educational policies and 


achievements. Dr. Dahiyat said 
that the Jordanian delegation 
provided UNESCO with com- 
plete files of educational cultural 
and scientific projects of concern 
to the Kingdom. Among these, 
he said, was the restoration of the 
Qasr A1 Bint Castle at the ancient 
Nabatean Gty of Petra. 

The minister said that Jordan 
has secured UNESCO's approval 
to finance the restoration project. 

He said that a UNESCO team 
will visit Jordan in the coming 
month to conduct technical stu- 
dies prior to financing Jordan's 
national mnseum, a project 
undertaken by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment. 

The minister also noted that 
UNESCO will provide assistance 
to the Ministry of Education to 
help it overcome difficulties and 
shoulder the burden of educating 
thousands of expatriate children 
returning from Kuwait. 

Dr. Dahiyat was accom pa nied 
to the meeting by a team of senior 
ministry officials. 


Trial of Mohammad’s Army adjourned 
until Monday; judge denies acquittal 

m 

of 18 defendants based on technicality 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The State 
Security Court has adjourned 
proceedings of the trial of foe 
self-styled Mohammad's Army 
until Monday. 

The postponement decision - 
was taken Wednesday after a 
session during which the court 
beard the testimony of a number 
of witnesses, including an intelli- 
gence officer. The court panel 
had earlier mfcgn a decision de- 
daring the interrogation carried 
oat by a number of intelligence 
officers as legally valid. 

In Wednesday’s session, which 
lasted four hours, the court panel 
listened to an explanation by the 
advocate Mousa AI Aaraj on the 
defences raised in earlier ses- 
sions. In this regard, be noticed 
that defences focused on whether 
it was foe prerogative of the 


General Intelligence Department 
to arrest people at a time when 
Martial Law regulations were 
abrogated. 

The defence based its argu- 
ment on the fact that the issue of 
foe prerogative is a purely admi- 
nistrative one and that the Gener- 
al Intelligence D e pa r tme n t was 
an administrative department. It 
went on by saying that the Higher 
Court of Justice, in its capacity as 
the administrative party in charge 
of looking into administrative 
issues, bad looked into this issue 
and settled it more than three 
years ago. The Higher Court of 
Justice decision, passed on Sept. 
18, 1989 about foe prerogative of 
ad mi nistrative bodies, ruled that 
the General Intelligence Depart- 
ment director was not authorised 


to arrest any persons because 
nothing in its laws gives it the 
right to arrest people. 

In light of this, the defence 
called for the immediate release 
of all 18 defendants, Mr. Aaraj 
said. 

Replying to the defence. Judge 
Yousef Faouri, said the ruling of 
the Higher Court of Justice does 
not apply to this particular case 
because the director general of 
the General Intelligence Depart- 
ment did not issue a warrant for 
the arrest of the defendants nor 
(fid any of the intelligence offic- 
ers. He added that the warrant of 
arrest was issued by the militar y 
prosecutor general and, there- 
fore, the court deemed the, de- 
fence’s request invalid. 


Officials 

counting 

country’s 

livestock 


AMMAN (J-T.) — The counting 
of sheep and goats has started 
throughout foe country and offi- 
cials from tire Ministry of Interior 
along with teams from foe 
Health, Industry, Trade and 
Supply,. Education and Agricul- 
ture ministries are supervising the 
operation. 

Ministry of Interior sources 
said that the census was needed 
to gather complete inform a t i on 
about foe livestock wealth in Jor- 
dan so that farmers can receive 
fodder riming droughts. 

Prime Minister Taber Masri 
had issued an order to the con- 
cerned gove rnm ent departments 
to embark era the counting of 
animals in the rural, batfia and. 
border regions. The various 
ministries are assisted in this pro- 


cess by the Department of Statis- 
tics, the haefia and bonier police 1 
as weD as governors of foe va- 
rious provinces. 

Amman Governor Isaa AI 
Omari announced that the count- 
ing of sheep within the Amman 
Governorate has been completed 
and that a total of 713^339 heads 
of sheep, cattle and. goats were 
found in foe region. The gov- 
ernor of Maan reported that Ins 
governorate was found to have 
577,506 heads of cattle, sheep, 
goats, camels and horses. 


Friday, and according to Interior 
Ministry sources, it will be several 
days before the final counts can 
be. known and published. 


Ministry denies report 
that commercial quantities 
of oil had been found 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Resources 
has denied a report published by 
Akhbar AI Usbn Thursday which 
said that ofl has been found in 
commercial quantities in Jordan. 

The current oil production at 
foe Hamzeh Fields near the Iraqi 
border stands at 200 barrels a day 
as was reported by Natural Re- 
sources Authority (NORA) Direc- 
tor General Kamai Jreisat, said a 
ministry statement. It said foe 
weekly m a g a zin e's re po rt about 
commercial amounts of ofl found 
in Jordan was groundless. 

The report said that 6fl had 
been found in commercial quanti- 
ties at a number of sites being 


explored by the NRA teams. 

The' ministry statement de- 
scribed tiie magazine's report that 
■oQ was found at the Dead Sea 
area as purely imaginative. 

The statement e x pres s ed regret 
that such incorrect information 
was being published in the p re ss 
and said that such false reports 
■can only confuse citizens and harm 
the image of the. NRA teams, 

' which are now conducting oil and 
gas exploration in Jordan. 

The stat e ment said that the 
NRA teams were pursuing their 
efforts as best they could and the 
natural gas found in the Risheb 
.area was being utilised to gener- 
ate electric power. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

it Ait eiMhWnn by Abdul Rauf Stamoun, KhM Khrefe 
M i fewwri Honda Abddah at Abdul Hanwed “ 
Foundatiui Gaiety (Open 19 rum. tffl 5 pun.) 

* Art eiMMrto a by Iraqi artist Sina Ala at the Royd 
Centre. 

* Exhibition entitled “Sheikh Ibrahim — Johan Lndwhm 
Bmchhait (1784-1917)” at the re ception haB of the Royal 
Gdteral Centre. 

•ft Artefotttionby JbnSnba artists Ghamaa Aba Laban, HmS- 

Beam, Afafar Abo Jndefa and Sanaa TOmM at the Rood 
Csteal Centre. 

ie BiMhHn n of wafer colour pahtfap ire Australian artfct 
JenoHer Bawhre at Ala Art Gaky 

* ExHMfom entitled «IVBl*e Rider”, organised by the Goethe 
Ins ti tute la-eMpentfen with the Unbwdty of Auto, 

* l 1 wtamm «Mlqae fifoographs, evgravfegs, frflo- 

fflostrathms and mps, 18th & tttb ceatary prints of Palestine, 
Jordan — the Mhieast as ad'n e rf — ea* at the 

Gaiety, Hofei Jordan fater.Co nfl nen ta L 

if li i d it irtMwI “Behavioural Fa ctors hi A rA t brtu * — «i 
Grtaa Derign: Environmental Psychology ml the Appled 
' Design Disciplines” by Dr. Mohammad S. AI Maaai at foe 
Goethe lariftate — 7;M pun. 



TORONTO. SAME DAY 


Now, Royal Jordanian flies direct 
from Amman to Toronto. 

On November 7th, Royal Jordanian adds another Maple leaf to 
its existing Canadian operation — Montreal. 

Fly every Thursday on our luxurious TriStar from Amman to 
Toronto, arriving the same evening to pursue your planned 
activities. 

Royal Jordanian, one of the most dynamic airlines is always adding 
new destinations to its network for your comfort and convenience. 


<S£> RDYALJORDANIAN 
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No peace with hunger 


THE FINDING, on the eve of the holding of the Madrid 
peace conference, by independent groups that inf a n t and 
chad mortality rate in Iraq has quadrupled since the esd of 
the Gulf crisis because of food and medicine shortage is 
appalling and sad. The Iraqi people are inc reasingly 
becoming victims of a merciless power struggle between 
their regime and a heartless new world order. That innocent 
people have fallen victim to a series of resolutions adopted 
by the larger international community is tragic in every 
sense of the word. 


The Iraqis are incapable, as the West well knows, of 
top pling their regime. The prospects of them doing so is very 
grim indeed. Meanwhile, the regime, itself submerged in its 
own rhetoric, has failed to, or has no intention of, 
rehabilitating itself into either its Arab environ or the 
community of nations at large. It is most unfortunate 
therefore that the Iraqi people, for long an oppressed lot, 
should be the victims of an endless and cruel fi ght between 
the president of Iraq and the president of toe UJS. The U.S. 
Secretary of Defence Dick Cheney was quoted recently as 
predicting toe Iraqi president's “days were numbered." 
Only two weeks ago toe Iraqi president himself swore that 
Iraq would not give in to Western press u re and that his 
country could live with toe economic sanctions for 20 years 
if need be. What b strikingly dear is that the people of Iraq 
win bear toe brunt of this merciless war between the U.S. on 
the one side and toe Iraqi leadership an the other. While it 
seems not possible to convince toe Iraqi president to retire 
and spare his people more misery and agony, if looks 
equally unlikely to imagine that toe Iraqi people under 
pressure to manage their basic life would revolt and bring 
change to their devastated country. 


It has been proven on other occasions that sanctions only, 
strengthen the grip ofregunes'^on toe people. If anything, 
toe Iraqi people need to live decently before attempting to 
make political change. The Iraqi regime, composed of army 
generals and Baafo party officials has since the Gulf war 
ended consolidated its hold to power and is increasingly 
showing signs of confidence. Meanwhile, toe Iraqi people 
should not be made to endure toe brum of toe sanctions. 
These sanctions were originally m a nd ated to force Iraq to 
abandon Kuwait; they were not given sufficient time to work 
and, therefore, they could not achieve that objective. The 
objective was later changed. The blockade would remain on 
until the leadership was toppled. The sanctions are already 
more than one year old. Their effect on the regime are 
minimal. The Iraqi people as such had very tittle to do with ' 
the Kuwait invasion or the standoff that ensued. In 
particular, the children of Iraq are the ultimate victims. 
Tins shameless state of affairs should not continue. little 
children should not be made the victims of governments 
whether they are democrats or dictators. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


FURTHER to its intentions to sabotage the peace conference, 
Israel has carried out a provocative action by moving the 
headquarters of the border guards to East Jerusalem, A1 Ral 
daily said in commenting on the obstacles in the path of the peace 
process. The paper also referred to a statement by Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir in Strasbourg in which he said that there 
was no occupied Arab territory which can be exchanged for peace 
with the Arabs. AH these provocative actions, while the time for 
the peace conference draws near, indicate dearly that the Jewish 
state is determined to keep Arab land and turn down any attempt 
to implement U.N. Security Cornual resolutions. It said that these 
actions are coupled with an escalation of terrorist practices ag a ins t 
the Palestinians and by statements by extremists attacking the 
idea of the conference and the bid to achieve peace with the 
Palestinians aqp the Arabs because this would mean a withdrawal 
from occupied land. It is good that the Arab parties are well, 
aware of Israel's real intentions, but such awareness is not enough 
to force the Israelis to succumb to the will of the world 
co mmunit y, said the paper. The paper demanded that the 
superpowers exert further serious efforts to force Israel to give up 
its terrorist policies which aim at sabotaging the conference. The 
paper said that the world community is now well aware of Israel's 
manoeuvres and can by no means allow Israel to undermine the 
opportunity for peace. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily welcomed the declared intention of a 
majority of expatriates to invest in productive projects in Jordan 
and said that thousands of those who came bade to the homeland 
have vast experience and substantial capital, vital for any venture. 
Nazfli said that these expatriates are determined to invest in 
projects not only to benefit themselves but also to serve their 
country which is offering them the chance to operate and prosper. 
- Tbe writer commended the government’s trend to offer facilities 
for such projects but noted that any venture requires preparations 
and good planning. He said that the expatriates are in need of 
further facilities from the government before they can embark 
with greater confidence on projects useful for Jordan and they are 
alsq in need of advice whidi the concerned stiuistries can offer 
through their specialised units. The writer sakUhat all concerned 
government departments are called upon to expand the margin of 
facilities so far offered to investors and noted the exceptional 
circumstances faring Jordan at the moment require exceptional 
derisions and more courageous steps leading towards prosperity. 


Tough choices are shaping up for Israel 


By Anthony Lewis 


BOSTON — No one who knows 
the Middle East will celebrate 
yet. The substance of a successful 
negotiation, the give-and-take 
needed to make it work, is still 
hard to envisage. But there are 
going to be negotiations, starting 
next week in Madrid, and that is 
remarkable enough. 


wheedling and pushing the intract- 
able parties. Bu this success was 
possible only because the presi- 
dent had the vision and courage 
to commit himself to this confer- 


ence. 


For the first time in its 43 years 
as a state, Israel will meet face-to- 
face with each of its Arab neigh- 
bours — and with representative 
Palestinians. All the issues be- 
tween them will be on the table: 
peace, security, land, people. 

It is going to happen now be- 
cause of President George-Bush and 
Secretory of State James Baker. 
Secretary of State Baker spent 
much of the last five months 


President Bush seized the mo- 
ment, after the Gulf war, for a 
new effort at Arab- Israeli peace. 
He understood that some fun- 
damental power relationships had 
dianged. Those changes offer 
hope for an onset of reason in the 
Middle East. 


The end of the cold war has 
had an immediate impact on the 
region. Soviet military support 
for Syria has ebbed, making Pres- 
ident Hafez A1 Assaad look to 
improved relations with the Un- 
ited States. Israeli and U.S. fear 
of communist influence has 
abated, making possible a joint 


Soviet-American invitation to 

Madrid. 

The decline in Soviet power is 
also having a profound impact on 
U.S.-Israeli relations. It has 
weakened, or removed, one basis 
for the dose ties of recent de- 
cades anfTfbT huge levels of U.S. 
aid: the idea that Israel was a 
strategic asset for America in a 
vital part of the world. 

The Gulf war showed that U.S. 
armed forces could act in the 
Middle East without Israel. In 
that war, Israel was a complies- 1 
tion rather than an asset in U.S. 
military calculations. 

Americans are still committed 
to help Israel, for reasons of 
history and conscience. But it is 
dear that a more detached rela- 
tionship is developing, one in 
which America will more freely 
weigh its own values and in- 


terests. 

The Economist wrote last 
month: '‘Americans still express 
their moral commitment to 
Israel's survival; but Israel's mor- 
al case grows steadily weaker as it 
refuses to extend to the Palestk 
mans the right of self-determina- 
tion that has become a corner- 
stone of the emerging world 
order. A peace which left Israel 
ruling over millions of voteless 
Palestinians has become unthink- 
able." 

Israelis are increasingly aware 
that they cannot expect uncon- 
ditional support from the United 
States, that they can maintain the 
vital American connection only 
by paying attention to U.S. in- 
terests. Mr. Bush made that blunt- 
ly dear when he postponed con- 
sideration of loan guarantees; too 
bluntly, most Israelis thought. 



XJ.S. media play down conference 


By Allison Kaplan 
The Jerusalem Post. 
WASHINGTON — Far from 
creating fireworks, the announce- 
ment of the Middle East peace 
conference hit here with a dull 
thud. 

Though the painstaking prog- 
ress toward Madrid has been 
dutifully reported iu the media, 
the peace process is hardly the 
talk of the town — or the 
country'.* " 

Foreign news, other than war, 
traditionally fails to grip the im- 
agination of the average Amer- 
ican, and even more so when the 
country is consumed with domes- 
tic concerns. In the past week. 
Middle East developments have 
dearly been overshadowed by the 
aftermath of the messy and more 
titillating soap opera surrounding 
the battle over Clarence Tho- 
mas’s nomination to the Supreme 
Court. 

Even foreign policy specialists. 
Mideast experts and those who 
are following the process closely 
greeted the announcement of the 
conference without much excite- 
ment. Looking toward Madrid, 
their predictions are somber, 
often downright pessimistic, with 
most anticipating an impasse over 
the principle of land for peace 


that will be difficult, if not im- 
possible to overcome. 

Commentators are stressing 
that, while President Bush and 
Secretary of State James Baker 
may have gotten the parties to the 
negotiating table, they have no 
idea what they are going to do 
once they are there. Even optim- 
ists say that Mr. Bush's stated 
goal of “real peace” is a remote 
possibility at best. 

“I wouldn’t bet my ranch" on 
the chances of a diplomatic 
triumph, said ABC News White 
House correspondent Brit Hume, 
a tennis partner of Mr. Bush’s, 
told his viewers yesterday. 

Any hope that the ceremonial 
opening will be followed by con- 
crete progress is based on the 
prospect that the same forces that 
brought the parties to the table — 
a desire not to anger the U.S. — 
will keep them there. 


Arabs and Israelis are "not 
saying yes to each other yet,” said 
William Quandt, a senior fellow 
at the Brookings Institute and a 
former top State Department 
official. "They're saying yes to 
the U.S.” 

He predicted that, after the 
ceremonial opening, the process 
will be marked by "pauses and 


recesses and stalemates and lots 
of acrimony," and it will break 
down when the parties move to 
bilateral negotiations. 

"Leaving the parties more' or 
less on their own is a guarantee 
that they're going to .confront 
each other with the starkness of 
their real positions, and it will be 
a stalemate.” 1 

. Another former State Depart- 
ment official, Richard Muiphy 
appearing with Mr. Quandt on 
toe MacNdl/Lehrcr : News Hour, ' 
agreed that by toe trilaterals will - 
likely break down. .“Within a 
matter of days,** he said, the 
Arabs and Israelis mil realise 
“that mediation by the U.S., 
perhaps also by toe Soviet Union, 
will be essential, and they can’t 
make it on their own." 

The more cynical believe toe 
entire Madrid effort is based not 
on toe genuine desire of the 
parties in the region, but on Mr. 
Bush's desire to create a grand 
photo opportunity on toe eve of 
his 1992 re-election campaign. 

Though be can still churn toe 
Gulf war was a victory, Mr. Bush 
can point to few tangible results. 
Saddam Hussein is still in power, 
the restored Kuwaiti monandry is 
far from democracy, and Amer- 
ican efforts to create a post-war 


security structure to protect toe 
oil-rich region seem to be coming 
apart. There were reports yester- 
day that toe U.S. is being forced 
to bring home equipment it had 
wanted to pre-position in Saudi 
Arabia, because of Saudi objec- 
tions to a continuing American 
military presence. 


Since toe conference is meant 
to be Mr. Bosh’s Middle East 
triumph; administi^ation officials 
arc reminding the press that the . 
"fact toe parties are tallrfng is an 
accomplishment, even if it does 
not result in a tangible progress. 

With so little of toe optimism 
that surrounded toe Camp David 
process, there seems to be no 
reason to hope for similar 
achievements in Madrid. 


“The diplomacy leading up to 
toe peace conference has been a 
sterile exercise in closed-door 
deal-making involving no more 
than a few dozen people at most 
in any country," Thomas Fried- 
man, the New York Times State 
Department correspondent 
wrote. “No Arab or Israeli leader 
has prepared his people for a 
historic transformation in rela- 
tions. But without such a change 
in attitudes, nO real peace' will be 
possible." 


Palestinians suggest measures 


(Continued from page 1) 


meetings will indeed be hdd'aud “we 
will not waste any time in Amman.” 

Dr. Abdul Shaft, 72, told journal- 
ists the Palestinian delegation that he 
heads will demand the right to &df- 
dc t erm i n ation. 

“We are going to demand our 
rights to national independence and 
the right of r cf ag ecs to return within 
tiie resolutions of the Security Coun- 
cil, and we go to the conference with 
ah sincerity and dedication,” Dr. 
Abdnl Shafi said. 

Dr. Aahrawi, who wiH most Ekefy 
act as the spokesperson for the 
Palestinian delegation at the Madrid 
c o nference, vowed that the Palesti- 
nian team would do its utmost to 
ensure that die rights of the Palesti- 
nians were met. 

“We are extremely serious and 
extremely dedicated and we are going 
to do our best to make sore that tins is 
an even-handed process that is going 

to bring about a just peace,” Dr. 
Ashrawi stressed. 

She said that they would press for 
achieving Palestinian national rights 
and to ensure that peace be based on 
“symmetry and equity for all par- 
ties.” The U.S. supports Pakatinian 
“egjtimate political” rights but has 
not yet endorsed Palestinian 
“pationaPrights since that aught imp- 
ly support for an independent Palesti- 
nian state, which Washington 
apposes. 

She described toe Palestiniau 
attendance at the peace conference as 
very significant and important, but 
added that “pain” accompanied the 
Palestinians as they bead for the 
conference. 

“As we left there were many peo* 
pie in tears; we were in team,” Dr. 
Ashrawi said. 

News agencies reported that a 
cheering aid ululating crowd had 
song die Palestinian national anthem 
as the tearful Palestinian team flashed 
V-for-vkaory signs and denched then- 


fists and Left Jurusaleih in a bus 
towards the King Hussein bridge. 

“It’s not the fact that the Palesti- 
nians are recognised now as speaking 
for themselves as a national people 
with rights, but it is also the fact that 
we cuter this process with hand- 
icaps;,’’ Dr. Ashrawi tokl rep or te rs in 
Amman. “We enter the (peace) pro- 
cess while our people are being held 
as hostages under 


hostages oc cupa t i on- 
“We are being forced to negotiate 
with our occupiers and we have a 
whole population that is being sub- 
jected to the most brutal treatment,” 
Dr. Ashrawi said. 

She added that the confe re nce has 
adopted in many ways Israel's pre- 
conditions, which die described as 
being “very painful to in.” • 

“We also cannot accept the exclu- 
sion of our legitimate leadership 
(PLO) from the negotiations, but we 
accepted all these unjust and painful 
constraints because we feel that we 
have to give this peace co nfer ence all 
the support it takes to get it moving 
and we have to get Israel' to the 
negotiating table to see who is putting 
all the obstacles for peace iu the 
region,” she said, still sniffing after 
boms of travelling. 

She rejected suggestions that toe 
issue of Jewish settlements in the 
occnpied territories be negotiated at 
the conference, saying that the&etde- 
meiits were a violation of tfu Geneva 
conventions and that Israel had to 
first adhere to the agreements of the 
Geneva conventions before negotia- 
tions start. 

“According to this convention, we 
cannot negotiate anything with the 
occupier while it is still occupying 
land and violating our rights. All 
•violations will have to cease in order 
to start Renegotiations,” Dr. Ashra- 
wi stressed. She added that besides 
the continued buildii^; of settlements, 
the Jewish state stiD expels Palesti- 
nians and conti nu es to hold 19,000 
political prisoners and detainees. 

She tokl reporters later oo die day 


that die Palestinian team had “a long 
list of cxmfidenco4m0ding measures" 
before it could start. negotiations with 
Israel. 

“We have a list of 25 confidence- 
txrikfing items, and we do not consid- 
er the cessation of settlements as a 
coqfidcnce-building measure," Dr. 
Ashrawi said. “The settlements have 
to be stopped immediately in order to 
legalise the Israeli position in the 
conference.” 

She added that another demand 
would be to release aU Palestinian 
political prisoners and detainees, die 
reopening of a0 their dosed institu- 
tions, the lifting of censorship and 
legalising afl political patties. 

Dr. Ashrawi also said that the 
46-motittM)Jd intifada would intensify 
as their negotiating team attends the 
Middle East peace conference, and 
described the uprising as the 
“strength and legitimacy (behind) the 
Palestinian delegation.” 

“There is a tremendous spirit of 
deter mination among the Palesti- 
nians, and I think it wiD intensify; it 
will be more dev el oped and consoli- 
dated," Dr. Ashrawi said. 

Dr. Ashrawi described the agree- 
ments reached between the five Arab 
foreign ministers in Damascus as “ex- 
tremely encouraging and he ar te nin g 
to the Palestinians nnriw occupa- 
tion.” 

In the meeting, Jordan, Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt and the PLO agreed 
toy n o single treaties or agreements 
between any single. Arab side and 
Israel would take place at the confer- 
ence. 

“We still think tfam the tndtk 
lateral talks should not proceed un- 
less the cause of the conflict is re- 
moved, which is the Israeli occupa- 
tion of Arab lands," Dr. Ashrawi 


ttadwan Abu Ayyash, 41, a native 
of the Askar refugee camp near the 
West Bank city of Nablus and former 
head of the Arab Jouranlists Associa- 
tion in the occupied territories. 

• AbduO Had! Abu Khussa, 48, from 
the Shatti refugee camp in the Gaza 
Strip. 

Saleh Abu Laban, 41, a resident of 
the Dehabhe refugee camp in the 
Weal Bank. 

Ziad Abu 23ad, 51, a lawyer and 
native of the village of Izzariya in the 
occupied West Bank 

A hm a d Yaziji, 45, a surgeon born 
in Gaza Qty in what is now the 
occupied Gaza Strip, and a former 
'direc to r of the efty’s Shift hn^ihai. 

Henan Ashrawi, 45, a native of 
Jerusalem and resident of Ramllah. 

Radi A1 Jaraj, 40, a native of the 
West Bank village of TaOuza, he is a 
reporter for A1 Fajr. 

Zuhaira Kam a!, 46, was born' in 
Jerusalem and remains a resident of 
the city. She founded and heads the 
Palestinian Federation of Women's 
Action committees in the occupied 
territories. 

Rashid Khalkfi, 40, who lives m'the 
United States. He taught at the 

Amcr fcan Umveraty of Beirut before 
the Lebanon civil war. In the early 
1980’s he joined the pnfitfeai science 



Following are the 14 Palestinians in 
toe “guidance committee” 


Faisal Hnsscmi, 50, head of toe 
committee. 


_ Jmversily 

Earn ed Mansour, 50, a Palestinian 
author living in Paris. He was a 
researcher at the Foundation of 
Palestinian Studies in Beirut. 

Smi Nusseibeh, 42, is a professor «rf 
pbSowpfcf at Bir Zeit University. 

Arm A1 Qassem, 60, a Palestinian 
lawyer now living in Loudon. He 
worked in Kuwait for more than a 
decade. 

Jaqril T ariff, 4 4, a native of Ramat 
lah. Disclosure of a private meeting 
he held in toe summer of 1989 wito 
Israeli Prinie Minister Yitzhak 
mhr caused in a stir in Jewish and 
Palestinian cades. 



although they understood the lar- 
ger point. 


In this new relationship, the 
territories occupied by Israel 
since 1967 are the crunch, U.S. 
policy is to end Israeli control of 
toe West Bank and Gaza Strip 
and their more than 1.5 million 
inhabitants. Prime Munster Yit- 
zhak Shamir and much . of Ins 
government are committed to 
cree ping annexation of the terri- 
tories. 


. from the United States in Iota ' 
guarantees is to build bousing for 
Soviet immigrants to Israel. But - 
those immigrants *arc to haw 
jobs, Mr. Avishai says* Israel will ' ■ 
need two or three times dot 
much in investment capital from 
toe wprkL And Israel wwfcaveio » 
change its protective economic ^ 
policies and become part of the ■ 
global market, using its special 
scientific and inttBecfiaal talents.- 


„ 4 


A choice is thus shaping up for 
Israel: Keep the occupied terri- 
tories or keep U.S. support. 

Economic realities are also 
pushing Israel to make a choice 
about the occupied territories. 
Bernard Avishai explore* toe 
reasons for this in the forthcom- 
ing issue of the Harvard Business 
Review. The $10 billion sought 


But there wifi be no large-scale 
foreign investment, Mr. AvESuti 
writes, and no tofig-fern^ooa- 
tracts with Israeli companies 
while toe .world sees Insecurity 
over the issue of the occupied' 
territories,; “Israel can haw toe 
Whole Land of Israel,'" be con- 
cludes, “or it can have a piece of 
the -global economy,” — The 
New York Times. 


. V .. ; 


The week in print 


Sound 



for Madrid 
conference 


JORDANIAN newspapers 
directed their attention in the 
past week to the peace confer- 
ence due to open in Madrid at 
the end of the month and 
discussed preparations, . like 
the Damascus meeting, as well 
as a number of domestic issues. 


AH three dailies Friday ex- 
pressed satisfaction with the 
outcome of toe Damascus 
""♦fag attended by the fore- 
ign mini st e r s of Jordan, Syria; 
Lebanon, Egypt and the PLO. 

It is most satisfyn^ to hear 
toe foreign ministers reaching 
consensus on a unified Arab 
stand at die conference and to 
hear that the minis ters would 
be holding periodic mee ti n gs 
to reassess the peace process, 
said A1 Ra’i daily. Such agree- 
ment will no doubt , give toe 
Arab side to the peace process 
further backing and impetus 
for -their work at toe negotiat- 
ing table, the paper said. The 
Damascus ^declaration was a 
victory for the pan-Arab 
nationalis ts, paving the ground 
for a more fruitful cooperation 
in all matters of concern to the 
Arab Nation, said the paper. 

A1 Dustour described toe 
outcome of the Damascus par- 
ley as fulfilling toe aspirations 
of the Arab masses who hope 
that the Arabs will stand firm 
together at the Madrid meet- 
ing- The paper expressed hope 
that toe foreign ministers will 
now move on to more con- 
structive steps leading towards 
the final Israeli withdrawal 
from the occupied territories 
so that peace and stability can 
be established in the region. 

Sawt A1 Shaab daily express- 
ed satisfaction with the Arab 
foreign ministers’ reaffirma- 
tion in their final statement of 
the need for the conference to 
achieve an Israeli withdrawal . 
from aD the occupied territor- 
ies, induding Jerusalem. 

The Israeli negotiating team 
is being led by Yitzhak Shamir, 
and extremists, and it is only 
natural for the Arabs to adopt, 
a firm stand in the face of the' 
.coming chaflenge, tire paper 
said. Unity, the paper added, 
is a must if the Arabs are to 
achieve success and ensure the 
restoration of Arab lands and 
Arab rights. 


mg the peace conference. 

The writer critidwd the affi- 
dti information mafia for not 
opening the way for those who 
reject too con fere nce. The wri- 
ter said that Jordan Television 
would have won real credibility 
had it given tire chance to the 
rejectionists to voice their 
views as this, he said, would be 
a real practice of democracy. 

His views were backed by 
Fahd A1 Fanek, a columnist 
who writes for A1 Ra’L The 
writer said that the week-long 
campaig n launched by the offi- 
cial media did not indude any 
voices opposing the confer- 
ence. 

The campaign was not well 
-planned and die interviews 
were done with only those per- 
sons who represent very fr- 
onted number -of Jordanians 
and not with die heads' of 
"political groups, the writer 


■•'n He said that toe c ampaign 
was counter-productive and 
was conducted in a way that 
would left understand that 
there was serious opposition to 
Jordan in going to toe - conffer- 
eace. 


Discussing the prospects of 
success and failure of the Mad- 
rid conference, Salameh 
Ekour, who writes for Sawt A1 
Shaab, said that since the 
peace conference is regarded 
as a battle, the Jordanian peo- 
ple should be ready for it The 
peace conference is not only for 
the go v ernment to handle but 
for an the political, tecfamcaL 
s c i e ntifi c and other forces to 
join; it will be a battle wiridi 
will decide the future of the 
region, Ekour said. He said 
that those opposing the peace' 
conference are also needed 
since this is a national battle, 
requiring expertise from any 
soon*. The writer said that tire 
Arab side should leave no- 
room for tbe Israelis to win the- 
opper hand In toe coming 
negotiations. 


Columnist Taher A1 Udwan, 
who writes in A1 Dustour, dis- 
cussed the Tehran Coofcrrace, 
called to voice opposition to 
the peace conference. Iran, 
whidi is strongly opposed to 
the peace conference, and 
claims to be su p port in g the 
Palestinians, should release tbe 
- Iraqi military and commercial 
planes and open its borders 
with Iraq to break the embargo 
imposed on the Iraqi people as 
k sign of goodwill said the 
writer. 

He said that Iran should 
bade the Iraqis who have been 
trying to liberate Palestine and 
should not have tided with the 
Americans who launched a de- 
vastating war and aggression 
against the Iraqi people. 

His views were backed by 
Mahmoud A1 Rimawi, a col- 
umnist in AI Ra’i daily, who 
said that mere slogans issued 
by Tehran can by no maw ; 
end. Israel's occupation of 
Palestinian land. The Palesti- 
nian people cinder occupation 
are awaiting real help coming 
from Arab ™i Islamic coun- 
tries which can speedup their 
liberation from oppression, the 
writer said. 


Dwelling on the same 
theme, Fakhri Kawar, who 
writes for. Al RaT daily, said 
that Jordan Television and 
other, official information 
media have been reflecting 
tody the views of toe g ove rn - 
meat and repeating the views 
of only those citizens Support- 


Some columnists turned 
their attention to domestic 
issues, with Salah Abdul 
Samad, in Al Ra’i, dwelling in 
particular on the government’s 
declared intention of r- 
tag the salaries of g ove rnm e nt 
employees and dvfl servants. 

The writer said that many of 
these employees are indeed 
afraid that toe. raise would 
bring abend a new wave of 
soaring prices that would not 
match , tbe increase m wlainwi 
The writer suggested that 
toe government take the views 
of the economists and offer the 
public frill information about 
tins matter and also take strict 
measures against profiteers. . 

Columnist Mohammad 
Kawash, in Al-Dnstonr, 
on ' 


incre as es to make op- for the 
soaring pnoes.' He said .tint 
employees’ salaries hi the pri- 
vate sector, were far , hi gher 
than thoseofmnpfoyeeawoTk- 
tag for the govejuuieul. - 
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‘Palestinians must struggle inside and outside the peace conference to achieve th eir rights’ 

Europe can play a major role in settling 
the Palestinian problem — PLO official 


By Sana Atfreh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN —■ Negotiations with 

Israel at the 17. S. -Soviet spon- 
sored Middle Bast peace con- 
ference is a form of cootie oed 
Palestinian struggle, and the 
intifada and armed 
against Israeli military targets 
should be intensified while the 
conference convenes, said a 
senior advisor to Palestine Li- 
beration Or ganisa tion (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Nabfl Shaath, who is a mem- 
ber of the PLO mainstream 
Fateh's Revolutionary Com- 
mand Council, told a large 
crowd at Abdnl Hameed Sho- 
man Foundation last Wednes- 
day night that Palestinians 
most now struggle “inside 
outside the peace c o n fe rence” 
to achieve their rights. 

“Whoever wants to win any 
cards at the negotiating table 
most also the intifada 

in the occupied t e rrit o ries and 
esca l ate the armed struggle 
against Israeli military 
targets,” Dr. Shaath repeated- 
ly said at the lecture. 

“It is not true that the di- 
plomatic struggle (at the con- 
ference) means giving op the 
political struggle because one 
cannot achieve much only 
through diplomancy,” insisted 
Dr. Shaath, who is also head- 
ing the expert team for the 
Palestinian side of the joint 
Joidaman-Palestinian delega- 
tion to the Madrid peace con- 
ference. 

Trying to convince the andi-' 
ence on why the Palestinians 
had to participate in the nego- 
tiations with Israel, Dr. Shaath 
said that the Palestinians had 
nothing to lose if they tried to 
diplomatically negotiate then- 
way through a just solution to 
the Palestinian problem. 

“We' will always prove to 
America that without justice 
for the Palestinian people, 
there will be no stability, no 
peace and no security for any- . 
one in the region,” he added. 

Dr. Shaath referred to U.S. 
President George Bush's 
speech to Congress on March 
6, and quoted him as saying 
that the Middle East needed 
stability and peace through se- 
cure borders for the Israeli 
state and justice for the Palesti- 


“What he meant,’* Dr. 
Shaath said referring to Mr. 
Bush’s speed), “was that the 
Palestinians have proven that 
they are capable of destroying 
stability when they have no 
justice.” 

He warned, however, that 
there were no guarantees, and 
no one to give them the 
guarantees, that the confer- 
ence would achieve anything 
for the Palestinians. He asked 
if there were guarantees that 
Palestine would be liberated 
when the Palestinians took up 
the armed struggle or when the 
intifada started. 

“Who is to guarantee? 
There is no guarantee. But we 
must struggle politically inside 
the c on ference, with die intifa- 
da and with the armed struggle 
through every phase we pass,” 
Dr. Shaath stressed. He added 
that if the Palestinian lead- 


ership sees that they are not 
achieving anything from the 
conference,, or if asked to 
make concessions they reject, 
“we leave the con fere nce and 
continue the straggle other- 
wise.” 

. The Palestinian official said 
that the Palestinians should 
take advantage of c u rre nt cir- 
cumstances in the world, 
saying that they were now 
entering a new era. 

“But tins co n fere n ce is not 
for free. There & a strategic 
opportunity, a strategic gap 
that we should breathe through 
to achieve something, in addi- 
tin to continued struggle on all 
fronts,” be said. 

- Dr. Shaath explained to the 
audience that the PLO had 
cried to achieve “victories” be- 
fore the convening of die Mad- - 
rid conference next Wednes- 
day, but foiled. 

He said that the organisation 
had tried to take advantage of 
the new circumstances in the 
past weeks and received an in- 
dependent invitation to the 
conference, to give the chance 
to the Palestinian leadership to 
personally name its delegation 
and impose its own conditions 
before the start of . the negotia- 
tions, “but the door was 
dosed.” 

- Some Palestinians have been 
critical of die PLO, for mak- 
ing concessions to Israeli con- 
ditions, mainly because only 
Palestinians from the occupied 
West . Bank and Gaza Strip 
make up the Palestinian de- 
legation, without representa- 
tion from Jerusalem. The PLO 
also gave in trying to pot a stop 
to continued Israeli settle- 
ments in the occupied territor- 
ies before the negotiations 
started. Dr. Shaath added that 
it was dear to everyone that 
the Palestinian delegates were 
appointed by the PLO and that 
it wonld continue to tufre in- 
structions from the organisa- 
tion. 

“But we did. not make one 
single important concession 
before the negotiations,” -Dr. 
Shaath stated. “We did not 
co mp ro mi se on the right/of die - 
Palestinian peopte forself-de- 
termmation on their soil or the 
independent Palestinian state, 
in confederation with Jordan, 
with Jerusalem as its capitaL” 
“We did not give up on our 
right to achieve complete 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
land it occupied in 1967, and 
we did hot give up our right for 
Israel to stop the Jewish settle- 
ments . immediately,” Dr. 
Shaath went on. “But wc could 
not achieve these goals before 
the negotiations, and if we <fid, 
they wonld have been vic- 
tories.” 

He described as an achieve- 
ment, however, die American 
letter of assurances winch, he 
said, had stated Jerusalem 
was considered part of Security 
Council Resolution 242, that 
is, part of the Israeli occupied 
territory after 1967. 

The Palestinian official went 
on to say that Israel was no 
longer needed as a strategic 
ally to the ILS. after the Gulf 
war, and that peace and stabil- 
ity were necessary for the U.S. 


now that it controlled the re- 
gion. 

•“The era of no-war, no- 
peace in the region has ended 
with a war and now the Amer- 
icans want peace,” Dr. Shaath 
said, adding that tins was not in 
Israel’s interest. 

He predicted that die Israeli 
lobby in Washington would 
crumble, and described the 
group as a “strategic lobby that 
is an American trick created by 
American administrations to 
use as an excuse to its ' Arab 
allies that it could not com- 
promise on Palestine.” 

Dr. Shaath warned, howev- 
er, that the U.S. was not an 
aDy that oould be trusted and 
its “enemies of today will not 
become her friends- tomor- 
row.” He also warned that 
Israel could propose a new role 
for itself that could be in the 
U.S. interest in the region. 

Dr. Shaath also stressed that 
the American powerful role in 
the world after the Golf war 
and after the end of the cold 
war with the Soviet Union was 
only temporary, that it would 
“last five to ten years.” He 
attributed his argumen t to the 


feet that the U.S. was suffering 
a large financi al deficit in its 
budget. 

“The Americans could not 
even afford to finance, its war 
In the Gulf,” Dr. Shaath com- 
mented. He also noted that 
Europe bad provided the 
world with $29 billion in aid in 
1990, as c o mp ar ed to $7 billion 
from the U.S. 

Europe's role 

Dr. Shaath’s lecture, in fact, 
focused on Europe’s role con- 
cerning the Palestinian ques- 
tion. He stressed that for 
Europe to achieve its interests 
in the region, it felt it had to 
get closer to the Palestinian 
question and (fid so by mainly 
standing by the rights of the 
Palestinians. 

He said that the European 
Community’s (EC) aid to 
Palestinians in the Israeli occu- 
pied territories in 1991 alone 
for exceeded that winch was 
provided by all the Arab coun- 
tries together. 

“The Europeans gave $350 
million in Palestinian aid in 
1991 alone, and that was only 


the amount that was actually 
received by the Palestinians 
and not just what was allocated 
by foe EC,” Dr. Shaath said, 
adding that Israel had placed 
obstacles in front of the 
Palestinians in getting the full 
aid allocated by the EG 

He added that $130 million 
of that amount, 70 per cent of 
which was given by Germany 
and Britain alone, was allo- 
cated as direct aid to Palesti- 
nians. The aid usually goes to 
UNRWA or to Palestinian in- 
stitutions that support local 
projects. Dr. Shaath said that 
the aid was contributed by 
both governments and the pub- 
lic. “In Italy alone, 2,000 fami- 
lies send monthly aid in the 
form of adopting Palestinian 
children,” hie said. 

Dr. Shaath also said that the 
ECs financial role included 
the support of free trade, of 
direct Palestinian exports to 
the EC countries and placed 
trade restrictions against Israel 
until they forced the Jewish 
state to permit direct Palesti- 
nian export of ertras fruit to the 
EC countries without passing 
through the Israeli authorities 


first. He added that the group 
also froze a scientific agree- 
ment with Israel to pressure it 
into reopening the Arab uni- 
versities which were dosed by 
the Israeli authorities during 
the intifada, fait that these 
efforts were delayed by the 
Gulf crisis. 

“Despite all the American 
pressure, Europe was the only 
party that directly placed res- 
trictions against Israel and suc- 
ceeded in achieving its aims,” 
Dr. Shaath stressed. 

He recalled a discussion he 
personally had with U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar three months ago, 
during which Dr. Shaath asked 
him why the Fourth Geneva 
convention was not im- 
plemented in die occupied ter- 
ritories to protect the Palesti- 
nians there. Dr. Shaath quoted 
Mr. de Cuellar as saying: “I 
wrote to all the countries that 
signed the Geneva Convention 
agreements and only 32 of the 
165 signatory countries re- 
sponded. Not one single Arab, 
Asian or African country re- 
sponded.” Dr. Shaath said that 
all the EC countries and other 


European coimtries were the 
only ones to respond to a call 
for protection of Palestinians 
under Israeli occupation. 

Dr. Shaath said that Europe 
was important for the Palesti- 
nians in the near future be- 
cause “it wiD bead the imple- 
mentation of die Fourth Gene- 
va Conventions” in the occu- 
pied territories. He referred to a. 
conference due to be held in 
Budapest next month dealing 
with this issue and which will 
be beaded by the EC. 

“And if we can protect our 
people during the peace con- 
ference through Europe’s forc- 
ing Israel to implement the 
Geneva Convention agree- 
ments — it means stopping 
deportations, the demolishing 
of homes, ar bi trary measures 
and the budding of Jewish set- 
tlements — Sen we have 
achieved a lot as we negotiate 
in this conference,” be added. 

Dr. Shaath described the 
Middle East as the “southern 
flank” of Europe and said its 
stability depended on stability 
in the Middle East. 

“Many would say that 
Europe does what the U.S. ' 


asks it to do. This may be true, 
but Europe always played a 
positive and practical — - not 
just theoretical — role con- 
cerning the Palestinian ques- 
tion in order to achieve a dis- 
tinguished role in the Middle 
East and North Africa," Dr. 
Shaath said. 

He added that Europe saw 
in “the independent Palesti- 
nian state in confederation 
with Jordan a Singapore of the 
Middle East.” The official said 
that Europe saw in the Palesti- 
nian and Jordanian people 
300,000 university graduates 
who “have great abilities in 
engineering, electronics and 
computers.” 

“They see an opportunity of 
development here and see 
themselves as political and eco- 
nomic allies,” Dr. S haath said. 
He added that in the last nine 
months be talked to every 
European foreign minister. 
“They don’t see beggars in us, 
but see an ability and future 
capability,” he insisted, adding 
that the “temporary American 
hegemony” would end with a 
pluralistic world, with Europe 
as a major power. 
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European defence plans 

in turmoil as NATO, 
EC summits draw near 


Democracy — an 
has come, ai 


'By Nicholas Doughty 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — Plans to set up a 
European defence policy for the 
21st-Century are starting to fall 
apart in acrimony and confusion, 
with just a few weeks to go before 
NATO and the European Com- 
munity hold vital summit meet- 
ings.' 

The argument, of baffling com- 
plexity even to those involved in 
the negotiations, springs from 
one question: Will the United 
States and Western Europe re- 
main partners in politics, trade 
and defence, or will the tradition- 
al bonds that have linked them 
for decades snap and give way to 
rivalry? 

Competing views on this 
underlie the debate over how far, 
if at all, the European Commun- 
ity should take over some of the 
defence responsibilities that have 
always been the preserve of the 
U.S.-led North Altandc Treaty 
Organisation. 

“It's a very messy debate. 
There are differences which are 
completely irreconcilable, . the 
way things stand at the moment,” 
said Simon Lunn, deputy secret- 
ary-general of the Brussels-based 
North Atlantic Assembly. 

France, Germany and Spain 


threw feel on the fire on Friday 
with a controversial meeting in 
Paris at which they called again 
for a common defence policy 
within a future federal EC. 

They agreed elements of a joint 
foreign and security policy should 
be decided by majority voting 
within the community. Britain, 
Denmark and Ireland regard this 
area as the sole preserve of nat- 
ional governments. 

Some EC members denounced 
the Paris meeting as an attempt 
by heavyweights France and Ger- 
many to circumvent discussions 
among all 12 members and force 
the issue before a December sum- 
mit of EC leaders in the Dutch 
town of Maastricht. 

France has taken the lead be- 
cause it resents U.S. leadership of 
NATO and wants independent 
European defences as part of 
greater economic and political 
integration. 

To confuse matters further, 
Britain and Italy — the two other 
major EC states — launched a 
proposal of their own 10 days ago 
endorsing a community foreign 
and defence policy as long as it 
did nothing to undermine 
NATO. 

NATO officials publidy wel- 
come moves toward closer Euro- 
pean integration, arguing that a 


more coherent policy will lift Although a 
some of the cold war defence member state 
burden imposed on the United the debate is 
States. But they are also worried because some 
the EC might go too far. contradict tin 

Washington, concerned about Germany p 
losing its influence over the mitment to 
alliance, has repeatedly said it bond, but ! 
will not accept any arrangement Washington z 
♦ha t undermines NATO, margj- doming Franc 
nalises any of its members or pendent line, 
duplicates its functions. Q eni 

“We’ve spelled out our views 5 ^ wife and 
and we stick to them," said one - d N - 


Although all but one of the EC 
member states are also in NATO, 
the debate is difficult to follow 
because some countries seem to 
contradict themselves. 


Germany professes deep com- 
mitment to the trans- Atlantic 
bond, but has also worried 
Washington and London by en- 
dorsing France’s ferociously inde- 


anpucates us unium.*. -jh e Germans want an Amer- 

“We’ve spelled out our views ^w^and a French mistress,” 
and we stick to them, said one sa]d ^ NATO official. “The 
U.S. official at NATO. Wasmng- problem is that it is impossible to 
ton is backed by NATO members d with both of them.”- 

rwn 1 amH lMlan /1 P - - - 


Turkey, Norway and Iceland, 
which are not part of the com- 
munity. 

The anspoken warning is that a 
“go-it-alone” policy by the Euro- 
peans could lead the United 
States to bring its troops home, 
thus breaking the trans-Atlantic 
ties at the heart of NATO. 

Washington already plans to 
withdraw half of the 300,000 U.S. 
troops stationed in Europe now 
the cold war is over. 

“You have two extreme views 

— the French and the Americans 

— and various other countries 
who seem to be somewhere in the 
middle and not very dear," said 
Mr. Lunn. 


NATO, due to bold a summit 
in Rome early next month to set 
out a new role for itself in the 
post-cold war woiid, has also 
shown signs of confusion. 

* 

Alliance foreign ministers 
agreed a lengthy statement on the 
so-called “European defence 
identity" at a Copenhagen meet- 
ing in June, which officials say 
left many questions unresolved. 

‘Tt basically pleased everyone 
by saying: The Europeans can do 
what they like, so long as they 
don’t meddle with NATO,"’ said 
one senior alliance official. “We 
stfll haven’t resolved the baric 
contradiction inherent in that 
statement.” 


By LF. Abdullah 

THE system of American demo- 
cracy is very rigid, static, and very 
difficult to change. This becomes 
dear when every new president 
begins to tackle the national debt 
issue and fails. No congressman 
or any entitled group or state is 
willing to compromise any of die 
money or benefits they nave for 
the sake of the country as a whole 
as obviously nobody is willing to 
do such “sacrifice." The presi- 
dent -quickly realises it is a loosing 
battle and the only other option 
an admmistratiOD has to bau out 
the quern and cut the deficit is by’ 
nabbing from elsewhere, result- * 
mg in a war where the goods are 
secured from some other country. 

-Western democracies are all 
hostages to this phenomenon, 
and they now team up and be- 
come allies when it comes to the 
“heist" from elsewhere. Demo-, 
cracy is now working to the detri- 
ment of its constituency, and the 
“tyranny of the majority" in a 
democracy prevents any changes 
since a majority always has a 
stake and benefit from the status 
quo which allowed the formation 
of such a majority in the first 
'place. 

Democracy is advocated to the 
Third World by “well meaning” 
countries with established demo 


Democracy can be substituted 
in Third World countries by 
“freedom of action.” In a world 
where ideology is becoming 
secondary and capitalism is be- 
coming the main preoccupation 
ftnd aim, very few captivating 
■motives remain. 

Whether freedom of action in a 
stable environment, when 
granted by a benevolent gov- 


craries. These entities fully teal- ^ citizeniy, except for 

ise that when democracy tak« the domm^t party. Ot^otoer 
root, countries becomeyerydiffi- & 

syfsr.assi.'s sa-as 

tiheexpense of the national in- gain at the expense of national 
tore* Democracy is a ticket to interests. ■ 

destabilise and control countries. Democracy can be substituted 
SdmSain chaos under to in Third Worid countries by 
Se “freedom of action." In a worid 

Dcinocracy can lead to faded- where ide0 ^^ againa^^, capital Afghani 

Sion and immobilise progress. It secondary and rapifitaB jritaejtraaiMu Jfe. 

should be noted that the Arab coming ££t Wamy tasbee^^wK. 

World, and especially the'Paleai- a * ami * S£ andl™ w S^mSSe 

mans, are victims of Israeb demo- , , rtim . communication, awareness M 

s-sSStKrS- 

fall of the then current govern- &. 


meert. The whole country goes' . 55555 

into indecision for sometime until and desires of it s ati zem y, embe 
- 1 the necessarv ingredient for prog- 


a new government is operational 
a gain, -This inability to make ded- ■ 
sums has been exploited by all 
parties in Israel to maintain the 
status quo and sustain an inflexi- 
ble policy. 


the necessary ingredient for prog- 
ress, especially when stability is 
achieved through “dominance of 
a party or clan, or a tribal collec- 
tive government, leads in tune to 
a “western-style democracy (re- 


blc policy “ wwfcdiu \- — 

Many factors required for a gardless of its merit s), w hile 

S“^b mo ^tS: m S KSMJyfsrss- 

aren’t enough divergent special experience of Lebanon, India, 
interests, to counteract each mmy countries ^ Latin America, 
other; there aren’t enough large and the Soviet Union has mown, 
scale establishments with hun- . Freedom of action may be dte 
dreds of thousands of employees realistic : expectation, with ambi- 
to create powerful unions, and bon fjdfflte d and challenge de- 
there is substantial fragmentation nved from personal endeavours. 


establishments, stability leanrif*- 
a powerful asset for nations, me.;, 
inequities inherent in mafatafaag : 
such stability must be we igh t eq 
gffnn a chaos, capital flight, and : 
economic re&destrncttaa. lu- 
cent history has been very pefr. 
five, and m an age of mstattt 
communication, awareness Sfid' 
open societies, govenuneqh 
could not snttrin foie son & 
rale or forcible, control W-. 
societies and have started f» 
answer to the needs if theft : 
population m c mfijie ds n d inti^ 
nationally accepted norms . 

Rea] functional democracy' is 
much like a luxury : only foe 
wealthy can afford it. In the settpe 
of Thud Worid countries, V&y 
few are the wealthy; and they can 
afford to buy it beyond their own 
borders. 


Tfre miter is an architect and real 
estate broker in Houston, Texas, 
U.S. He contributed the above 
article to the Jordan Times. 


The Cuomo presidential game — will he run? 


Sharing the most precious 
resource in the Middle East 


By AH Z. Ghazawi 

WATER security will be one of 
the most important items to be 
tackled two weeks after the pro- 
jected Madrid peace talks, on 
Nov. 13. The scarcity of water in 
the Middle East has been a con- 
stant source of friction between 
the various countries in the re- 
gion. Water flowing from toe ' 
rivers that originate in non-Arab 
countries accounts for 65 per cent 
of toe region's water supply. 

Thomas Stauffer, an interna- 
tional water consultant, wrote for 
toe Arab Research Centre sym- 
posium on water, held in Amman 
in 1984, that it would cost Isreal 
about $1.2 to $1.8 billioa per year to 
supply its 'population with the 
necessary water requirements by 
employing large-scale sea water 
desalination plants to replace the 
water it takes from the occupied 
territories, which costs $2 billion 
annually. 

Two-thirds of Israel's water re- 
sources is secured within its 1948 
borders while the remaining one- 
third is pumped from the West 
Bank. Of the West Bank's 615 
million cubic metres (MCM), 
more than 80 per cent is con- 
sumed by 120,000 Jewish settlers 
and the remaining is used by 1.2 
million Palestinians. Jewish set- 
tlers’ per capita consumption 
ranges between 640 to 1,480 cubic 
metres per year. In contrast, 
Palestinian per capita consump- 
tion ranges between 107 to 156 
cubic metres per year. 

According to the Johnston 
Plan, three countries — Jordan, 
Syria and Israel — have to share 
the Jordan River water. Howev- 


drvert part of toe Nile to irrigate 
toe Negev Desert. Such scheme 
would provide Israel with suffi- 
cient water resources to settle and 
inhabit toe desert. 

Within this context one won- 
ders what are the most effective 
methods to deal with the water 
security issue during toe upcom- 


shoukl be built as an incentive for 
a peaceful settlement. The Gulf 
Cooperation Council states can 
supply feel free or at reduced 
prices to ran such a plant. 

’Third, since most of the 
Middle East countries suffer from 
acute water shortages, an agree- 
ment on crop patterns should be 
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— Fifth, a regjoqpl water bank 
should be established, where the 
Middl East states can collect and 
save water during the rainy sear 
son to use in times of shortage. 

The writer is an economic resear- 
cher. He contributed the above 
article to the Jordan Times. 
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ic metres per year. fog peace parley. Here is an 

kCcording to the Johnston attempt to put forward a few 
1 , three countries — Jordan, suggestions which could be of 
ia and Israel — have to share some helps: 

Jordan River water. Howev- — Fust, emphasis should be 
Israel diverted toe Jordan . placed on sharing the technology 


River’s water at Lake Tiberias 
through its national water carrier 
to central Israel and the Negev 
Desert 

Another common water source 
between the three countries is toe 
Yarmouk River. The Yarmouk 
River waterflow has been re- 
duced to less than 385 MCM 

:':ually and distributed between 

'dan, Syria and Israel, each 
■idng 35 per cent, 39 per cent 
id 26 per cent respectively. Jor- 
i.:i is transferring its share from 
Yarmouk River to the Jordan 
’.-Hey, which provides the King- 
iom with more than 40 per cent 
>f its agricultural produce, 
hrongh the King Abdullah canal 
or irrigation purposes. 

Water is a precious commodity 
n the Middle East because of the 
irid climate of the region. One of 
he main Israeli reason in occupy- 
ng South Lebanon was to control 
be Litani River, which originates 
n the Bekaa Valley. A wide- 
ange scheme to transfer water to 
mdergroimd pipes from the Lita- 
u River to Israel has been under 
mplementation for some time 
K>w. 

Furthermore, Israeli water en- 
jneers have been conducting wa- 
rn surveys in Ethiopia and Ugan- 
la in order to diver part of the 
Hie water by building several 
lams before it reaches Egypt. It 
> worth mentioning that Israel 
olicymakers have been eager to 


in water discovery and uses with- 
in the region. This can be accom- 
plished on bilateral basis unto 
finan cial and te chnical assistance 
•from the United States, toe Euro- 
pean Community and Japan. 

— Second, a joint large-scale 
sea water desalination plant 


international 
l traders 
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signed. Furthermore, toe plant- 
ing of such water-consuming 
crops as cotton and rice should be 
eliminated. (Since none of toe 
Middle East countries has 
■ achieved food security so far, the 
elimination of certain crops 
should not pose a problem). 
Cooperation and coordination 
should again be emphasised.- 
— ‘ Fourth, all parties should 
stop subsidising water prices in 
order to eliminate excessive wa- 
ter usage. 
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By Arthur Spfegdraan 

Reuter 

NEW YORK — If Hamlet were 
alive today be would be Mario 
Cuomo, toe Democratic gov- 
ernor of New York state, and toe 
question would be “to ran or not 
to run." 

Mr. Cuomo, considered by 
many to be the most articulate 
and charismatic figure in a de- 
pressed Democratic Party, is 
nuking front-page news these 
days by simply stating he is think- 
ing of running for his party’s U.S. 
presidential nomination. 

Six other Democrats have 
already declared bn Mr. Cuomo 
makes news by saying he is think- 
ing of doing what they have 
already done and toe reason is 
ample — no other Democrat 
looks as strong as be does on 
paper in the fight to defeat Presi- 
dent George Bush fn the 1992 
election. 

No other Democrat has kept 
the public and the political gues- 
sing longer than Mr. Cuomo. The 
“will he or won’t he” question is, 
now in its seventh year. 

Political experts say that if toe 
Democrats are to win the White 
House in 1992, they will have to 
find a candidate who can articu- 
late the mood of pessimism that 
seems to be sweeping a country 
worried about Its economy, 
faltering schools, worsening 
crime and a flawed health care 
system. 

“Bush can be beaten in 1992, 

, Cnomo mi gh t make a loosy presi- 
dent but fae can be a very good 
candidate because be can speak,” 
says retired New York Times 
political columnist James Reston, 
who has covered 10 presidents. 

Mr. Cuomo declined to ran in 
1988 and Democrats got stuck 
with another governor — Michael 
Dukakis of Massachusetts who 

was soundly defeated, partly be- 
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MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS & HOUSING 
GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE ' 

Ministry of Public Works & Housing . 
Government Tenders. Directorate 
Central Tenders announcement 
Invitation to Tenders No.(142/91) 

Local contractors classified in the field of water and 
irrigation classification grade first and in the field of 
buildings classification grade first or second in the two 
classification together or joint venture and contractors are 
nationals of the member states of the European Economic 
Community in the same fields and dassffication who are 
interested in participating in this tender are requested to 
contact the Government Tenders Directorate at the 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing, Amman, Jordan to 
receive tender documents starting from 26 / 10 / 1991 and 
accordance with the following terms: 

a. Project Description: 

The Water Authority intends to collect water from 
Muitiib wells No. s (1 ,2,3 & 4) to reservoir (lOOG)m 3 in 
Murhib Area, and transmit the water by pumping to 
Awajan existing reservoir (KiOJm 3 , and Berain prop- 
osed reservoir (lOOOJm 3 capacity. 

b. Work load will be considered in awarding. 

c. Tender price J.D.200 non-refundabie. 

d. Last date for purchase of tender documents on 
November 13th. 1991. 

*e. Offers shall be submitted to Government Directorate 
before 1 3:30 local time on Saturday 23th . of November 
1991. 

Deputy Chairman Central Tenders Committee - 
Government Tenders Directorate 


cause he lacked the rhetorical 
firepower Mr. Cuomo packs. 


But in Chicago on Sunday, Mr. 
Cuomo took matters Anther, 


Mr. Dukakis could not artku- sayfog he had until “sometime in 
te the issues, counter Mr. Novemb«^ to make a deoskw. 
■sh’s or Talk with pas- He says his problem is Fm toe 

jn, even when « Vwl what be governor of New York . . How do 
mid do if someone raped and you manage tteit and a preskteu- 
nrdered his wife. fiat campaign?” 


late the issues, counter Mr. 
Bush’s attacks or talk with pas- 
sion, even when asked what be 
would do if someone raped and 
murdered his wife. 

Tea days ago Mr. Cuomo had a 
dozen New York reporters and 
television cameras waiting for 
him to finish addressing a group 
of hi gh school students in Man- 
hattan because he had told an 
earlier meeting of financial back- 
ers that he would think about 

making foe nm. 

Then, for 45 minutes, m a 
dozen d i ffe ren t ways, Mr. Cuomo 
explained that his thinking about 
the presidency — which *be says 
he does all toe time — did not 
mean a change in his position that 
be had no plans to run. . 


ft was a problem another New 
York governor, Franklin 
Roosevelt, handled well in his 
successful 1932 presidential cam- 
paign. 

On Tuesday the New York 
Post reported that Mr. Cuomo’s 
son, Andrew, a key political 
adviser, had for toe first time 
nrged his father to ran. Quoting 
two unnamed sources dose to the 
governor, the Post said Andrew 
had made a detailed analysis of 
what his father would have to do 
i win die presidency. - 
1 ■£ . • -• > ~ • 


MrAndrcw Cuomo dedffied* 
to say what advice, if any, he htuj 
given Ub father. 

Bob Neuman, a'Democratiie 
strategist and former official M ' 
toe Democratic National Gctitt-.' 
mittee, said he expects Mh 
Cnomo to jump into toe race aild 
'that Mr. Coomo’s leading sug* 
pozters In California are teffing 
major fundr aisers there to hold 
off siding with any other Demo- 
crat until the governor decides. ' 

“He’s got an obvious leg-up on . 
the others. He’ll be focntidable, 
but I don’t thmk anyone can sit 
bade mid just let it happen,” ML 
Neuman said. 

“He has to work for it. AncTbe 
knows tint. He’s a good enough 
politician to know that it wotad- - 
be arrogant to assume the-., 
nomination will automatically 
come his way.” 


POSITION AVAILABLE 

United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Re- 
fugees in the Middle East requires a 

PORTFOLIO ACCOUNTANT 

based at its headquartersjn Vienna to assist in the administra- 
tion of a Provident Fund, i he incumbent will review reports for J 
accuracy and ensure compliance with sound accounting 
principles. Of equal importance, is the development of a • 
computerised performance analysis package. 


Essential 

requirements: 


1) Degree in Administration/Accounting. ■ 

2) At least six years progressively re- - 
sponsible experience in accounting or * 
auditing combined with PC' experi- ■ 

„ ence in systems development includ- ^ 
ing ability to programme in macro 
; language. 

3) Excellent English. 


Desirable: 1) Pension Fund administration experi- 

ence. 

2) Knowledge of Arabic and German. 

Monthly base salary is Approx. AS41.000. - plus fringe 
benefits. 

.Detailed applications before November 15, 1991 to: 

Chief, Personnel Services Division (AVN-W21/91)(C) 
UNRWA - HQ- Vienna 
-Vienna International Centre 
P.O. Box 700 
A-1400 Vienna 
Austria 

Fax: (0222) 230 74 87 


N.B. 


i) First priority in appointment will be given to fully 
qualified 'staff members; second priority to fully 
qualified external Palestinians. ' 

ii) Normally many applications are receive. The 
agency will contact only those applicants in whbmit 
has a further interest. 
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Masri meets Palestinian dele gatio ns. 


Continued from page I) 
team. 

Reportenwcre kept away from the 
haH where the meetings took place. 

Later the spokesman of the Patesti- 
inan negotiating team. Dr. Hanaa 


Aibnm, said tint Mr. Maui net 
adth- representatives from inside and 
outartc the occupied territ ori e s . She 
gne no deads but described the 

limp t ing “as productive informa- 

tive.’’ 


* Ahafat to stay out of peace talks 




(Conthmed from page 1) 
rear peace, but. we ham to work 
; •>. aow'forlt ... we may succeed to 
actfteve real peace in this area,’ 1 
. . >• he SaicL 

T|te interview for the current 
>V everts progr a mme “Pozner and 
* — Do&hne,” was broadcast live to 
son* pails of the United Stares. 
.- j ' Arafat said Thursday he 

: r .• was .prepared to discuss a cease* 
fire , with Israel to help along 
. 5 ; moifps towards Middle East 

But the PLO leader, whose 
organisation Is barred froin 
attending the historic peace con* 
ference in Madrid next week, said 
Israel will have to talk to him 
first. 

“We are ready 




to 


run? 


positively any official crier (from. 
Israel) with view to mutual 
arrangements between the two 
parties in order to facilitate a 
peaceful outcome,” Mr. Arafat 
told a news conference in Tunis 
Thursday. 

He was responding to a ques- 
tion from Yvtzi Mahnaimi, Mid- 
die East editor of the Tel Aviv 
daily Yedioth Aharonoth, who 
asked whetber the PLO would 
consider goodwill gestures such 
as a ceasefire to help the peace 
process. 

“Let them ask me the question 
officially, first of all, and I will 


■reply, I am president of the State 
of . Palestine and not of a charit- 
abte association,” Mr. Arafat re- 

pEed. 

“So far they (Israeli leaden) 
have said do to the PLO.” 

Mr. Arafat Left open the ques- 
tion of whether any ceasefire 
would include a halt to the intifa- 
da in tbc qpqqneti territories, 
winch is now nearing the mid of 
its fourth year. “The cause of the 
intifada is the (Israeli) occupa- 
tion,” be said. 

He suggested that a ceasefire 
would involve a halt to armed 
attacks on Israel from outside and 
inside the occupied t erri t ori es, a 
halt to new. Jewish settlements in 
the territories and the release of 
prisoners. 

Israel puts the number of 

Palestinians in its mil i t a ry j aijs at 

more than 8^500. 

Mr. Arafat also said that as 
part of any peace accord the FLO 
would favour deployment of mul- 
tinational forces inside a f utur e 
Palestinian state along its bolder 
with Israel “for as long as the 
Israeli people think it necessary 
to ensure their security.” 

“It would. also be a security for. 
us the Palestinians,” he added.* 

Mr. Arafat said that in the long 
term the two sides should estab- 
lish normal relations, inchKfing 
free mo vemen t of people. 


Resignation to aid differences 


*■■'•23 


1 ; (Continued from page I) 

. . Mafraq, was unavailable for 

comment Priday, but in com- 
ments to the international 
press, he asserted that Iris 
resignation was also related 
*’!; to his discontentment over 
* i ~ the composition of the, 

' y Jordanian-Palestmian delega- 
-a tion to the peace talks. 

‘ - “I have a certain position 
^ which differs from that of the 
- v -"j: government,” Mr. Dugfanri 
«e . was quoted as saying by the 
, Associated Press. “I am nor 
• ■ against the peace conference, 

• • 3; but I am against the form of 
- participation,’’ added the de- 
. : puty, a member of the eight- 
member Democratic Moc m 
the Lower House. ri 

__ He jraa . also quoted as 

saying that be disagreed with 
■■■*—* the ■ government’s— economic" - " 
policy, including its decision 
to dispose of the govern- 
ment’s shares in the private' 
sector. 

: : r “There may be dozens of 
reasons behind Mr. DugbsnTs 
resignation, but the main 
among them is differences 
with other cabinet members, 
including the prime minister 
himself,” said the cabinet 
source. “It is a long story of 
uneasy working relationship 
in the council of ministers.” 

~ - According to sources dose 
to tiie cabinet members and 
others, the proverbial straw 
came over conflicting stands 
adopted by Mr. Masari and 
Mr. Dughmi over the conten- 
tious issue of government in- 
volvement in the administra- 
tion of private en terpr is es, 
which are majority owned by 
r the government. 

The sources said Mr. Masri 
and Mr. Dughmi recently 
clashed over whether the 
government should use its 
influence in the ap po in t m ent 
of a director general of one' 
enterprise winch is majority 
by owned by the Social 
Security Corporation (SSC), 
whose chairman is by law the 
labour minister, in tins case 
Mr. Dughmi himself. 

Controversy stgi surrounds 
the ar g um ent between the 
prime minister and Mr. 
Dughmi, since neither was 
available for comment and no 
independent confirmation of 
what had actually happened 
could be obtained by the 
Jordan Times. 

The debacle m igh t have 
served as the straw that broke 
the council’s bade in Mr. 
DughmTs term as minister, 
but the bmkf-up to it has 
been in toe making for some 
time alth o u g h fittie has been 
said about it in the media. 

The business communi ty,, 
mostly industrialists, had 
been disenchanted with Mr. 
DsghmPs policy of summary 
-replacements of foreign 
workers by Jordanians as one 
of the key solutions to. 
addressfog the mounting un- 
employment in the kingdom. 

The industralists had 
argoed that they were suffer- ‘ 
ing from dramatic deefioe in - 
productivity and efficiency as 
a itsult of sudden departure s, 
of key foreign workers and” 
had appeafcd to the pri me 


wral causing disrup- 

tions in production. 

On the hnman level, em- 
ployers of foreign labour had 
aruged, many of the foreign 
workers who came under the 
Labour Ministry axe had 
been in Jordan for many 
years and filled in a. key slot 
in the Jordanian economy left 
vacant by the Kingdom’s skil- 
led personnel who opted for 
more lucrative jobs in the 
Gulf states. 

“If Jordan can aigue that it 
was unfair for Kuwait to sum- 
marily dismiss Jordanians' 
and Palestinians who had* 
been there for decades, then 
the same argument can also 
wr ....be applied in the case of 
* foreign writers in Jordan,” 
noted one of them. “Besides 
no labour minister can Ignore 
the distinction between skil- 
led members of any work- 
force, such as univ ersit y pro- 
fessors, and manual labour- 
ers and put them in the same 
category when issuing work 
permits to them,” he added. 
“The human aspect also 
weakens our case and argu- 
ment for retaining our ex- 
patriates abroad.” 

At the same time, propo- 
nents of the “Joid a nf sa tion” 
of the labour work argue that 
tiie process shook} start with 
weeding out “dispenrible 
foreign elements” employed 
in Jordan, “winch is what Mr. 
Dughmi has been trying to 
do.” 

“But singling out fore- 
igners and replacing them 
with Jordanians is not the. 
answer,” commented a 
prominent b usinessm a n . 
“The Ministry of Labour, 
along with all other con- 
cerned government depart- 
ments, should work tow ar ds 
creating more job opportune* 
ties rather than focusing on 
skilled foreign workers who 
have co ntr i bu ted a lot to Jor- 
dan’s economy over the 
years.” 

On a different level, Mr. 
Dughmi was known to have 
been pnblidy pursuing means 
to secure funds for the De- 
velopment and Employment 
Fund, although, at least tech- 
nically, it was the ministri e s 

of planning and finance 88 

well as the Industrial De- 
velopment Bank which were 
directly involved in the fund, 
which was proposed and par- 
tially financed by the World 
Bank. 

The fund, winch is slowly 


of re p lacin g those wor k ers 
rather than blanket refusal to 
renew wort permits for them'. 


comniilrwants from the Euro- 
pean Community and other 
external sources, will seek to 
finance setf-snpport projects 
initiated by skilled Jorda- 
nians. 

Economists argue, howev- 
er, that the fund, one of the 
self-admitted centre-jaeces of 
Mr. Dughxni’s approach to 
reducing unemployment, 
could not have addressed tiie 
unemployment problem by 
any si g nific an t measure of' 
success since the target 
amount is $16 mflfion whQe 
recent figures released b/the 
Planning Ministry indicates 
that the Kingdom needs at 
least $2 bfiHon to create 
‘enough jobs to absorb the 
unemployed in the King- 
dom. 


“We discussed strategies and 
brought each other op-UMtane ” she 
said. 

The basis of the joint Jcudanfes- 
Patestinian negotiating strategy has 
■heady been worked out by IBs 
Majesty King Hussein and FLO 
fMhwwi Yasser Arafat ride tech- 
nical teams from both rides axe car- 
ready formulating working papers on' 
the vmious aspects of negotiations. _ 
. PLO officials said that the agree- 
me&t with Jordan stressed tint the 
jriteAilmtinii at flm»ippnfe re acc will, 
seek a station based an teach with-' 

draws! from all of the occupied teni-‘ 
tories .and the right of self- 
determination for the Pa le s tini a n 

They said that the agreement speci- 
fied that tiie o sreMMwnq tf of .« ■ 

tin? a n mnfntm riipn 

wiU come after the Pales tini a n s are- 
able to practise their right to adf- 


Ahhoagh die exact wonting of the 
agreement was oot male public, it is- 
tamed at oraeomiag U5. and teach 
oppprition to the cata MUwnnitf of an 
inde p e n dent P&fcatmiaa stale in the 
West Bank and Gan Strip. 

Jotdao and the FLO have also 
ag reed that they will m ess Ear mi 
wnurdwte hilt to hraefi se ttl e m e nts 
to the occupied territories prior to the 
start of the b ila te ral -talks and that 


prog ress shook) be made on the 
PalntfirtUM gsoc before proceeding to 
dm mnhilateral 

Hie positions of both Jordan and 
the FLO were green a big boost bo 
Thursday when a meeting of mhusten 
of frontline states in Damascus de- 
clared tiie Arab side will seek an 
imm e diate halt to tiie teaeB settle- 
ments and a complete Israeli with- 
drawal from all of the occupied Arab 
ter ri tor i es, including Jerusalem. 

The Damascus meeting, which had 
the Hearing of both Gulf states and 
the Arab Maghreb Union, apparently 
aimed at co uu tei hi g declined brad 

m tent i n wi (0 S fl CTPB jtS jo 

the Arab W«U without making a 
territorial co mp ro mi se. 

There were no strong indications, 
however, that the Damascus declara- 
tion amounted to a fatt-fledged com- 
mitment by all parties or mi agree- 
ment that the Arab side wiU demand 
the postponement of the date cf the 
nmhdateral talks. 

The multifarttaal talks arc supposed 
to start who weeks after the opening 
of the c o n fer ence. 

A senior PLO official, who 
Headed the Damascus meeting, said 
Friday that practical steps were still 
needed to ensure a unified Arab 
position. 

“We all want to see real progress 
concerning the issues of Israeli with- 


drawaJ and the settlements so that we 

can seriously discuss regional security 

-. and economic arrangem ents .” said 
FLO Executive Committee member 
Yasser Abed Rafabo. 

“Bat to practically implement these 
objectives we wiU continue the coor- 
dination prior to the peace confer- 
ence," Mr. Abed Rabbo said. 

The Damascus meeting involved 
the bqpnniiig of a reconciliation pro- 
cess involving both Jordan and the 
PLO with Saudi Arabia. Jordan's 
Foreign Minister Kamel Abu Jaber 
and Mr. Qaddoumi met separately 
and mfonnaHy with Saudi Forei gn 
Minister Pri n ce Sand A! Faisal for the 
first time since the Gulf war. 

Arab sources dose to the meeting 
told tiie Jordan Times that Prince 
Sand stressed Sandi Arabia's political 
Support for the Joidanito-PaJestiiuan 
negotiating position, but there were 

no commitment for the resn mp tioo of 
Saudi financial aid to either Jordan or 
the FLO. 

- Jord a nian sources said Dr. Abo 
Jaber was happy with both the resalts 
of the Arab meeting and his exchange 
with the 9*"* minister. “The latter 
helped to dear the atmosph e re be- 
tween the two countries following the 
strain of the Gulf crisis,” one source 
said. “It is a step forward, and we are 
hoping for more of the same,” the 
•muce added. 


Jordan finalises its delegates 


The highest authority on the 
negotiations by th.e joint 
Jordanian-Palestinian committee 
will be the consultative body 
under the joint command of King 
Hussein and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser A rafat 

Tec hn i c al committees, com- 
prising senior government offi- 
cials' who have had decades of 
experience with problems and 
issues spawning from the Arab- 
Israeh conflict, are working on 

finnlvetftA fkdi /1 a#«uL> —-XT .» _ 


the Jordanian case in Madrid and 
enabling the actual negotiating 
team to get down to business in 
trilateral talks with Israel. 

Dr. Majali, who has served as 
m i n ister of health and education 

as well as a special advisor to the 
King in the past, will a*?mpr 
charge of the bilateral negotia- 
tions after the opening session of 
the conference. 


(Continued from page 1) 

“Dr. Abu Jaber will bead the 
team to tire ceremonies at Madrid 
but Dr. Majali will remain with 
the negotiating team when talks 
break into bilateral negotia- 
tions,” a source told the Jordan 
Times. 

The naming of a “technical 
team” to the peace conference 
came after speculations that a 
“national team” comprising poli- 
tical heavy weights of Jordan was 
being {rimmed, but sources ex- 
plained that the need for a 
national team was not eliminated 
under the present arrangements. 

“The team of negotiators does 
not have the jurisdiction to mate 
national decisions but has to 
come back to the consultative 
body and the cabinet on every 
step they make,” said one of the 
sources. 

“Therefore there is no need for 
a national team at the negotiating 
table because the final deaaon 


will be made here in Amman,” 
the senior government source 


“They have to be specialists in 
their field to conduct specialised 
negotiations on tiie issues which 
will be proposed during the 
course of talks,” the source 
addded. 

Sources also rejected specula- 
tions that Jordan would upgrade 
the level of its representatives to 
the peace conference to balance it 
with the high-profile Israeli do- . 
legation, which win be led by... 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak. 
Shamir. • 

The two teams within the de- ; ■ 
legation are expected to conduct-..-, 
several coordination meetings 
dnring the next two days before 
leaving to Madrid Monday. 

The joint delegation is also 
expected to meet with King Has- - .«■: 
sem for final consultations before . • / 
the conference. . 
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Sports 


52 drivers take part in speed test 

Komok wins season’s final event 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Ahmad Komok in 
VTj! Renault S Turbo won Friday’s 
£?£peed test organized by the 
C- -Royal Automobile Club of Jor- 
X-dan (RACJ). 

; ; Komok, who was 14th in the 
overall Jordanian standings prior 
v^to die speed test won with a time 
- {if 2 minutes and 17.23 seconds. 
!/XMa’rouf Abu Samra in 
>;apother Renault 5 Turbo came 
-I ‘£n second with a time of 2 mi- 
* niites 19.57 seconds. He was 
^■followed by Gbaith Bilbeisi in a 
v'Jbyota Starlet 1350 CC with a 
->thne of 2 minutes 19.68 seconds. 
^^The speed test, held at the 
‘‘RACJ, began at 10 a.m. with 52 
drivers takin g part and a large 
number of auto sports enthu- 
~siasts J cheering their favourites. 
.. ' The results were decided cm 
the basis of the fastest times 
' recorded by each competitor in 
'the two attempts of the morning 
and afternoon sessions. 

. Friday’s speed test was highly 
. competitive as it concluded the 
U990-91 Jordanian Cham- 
pionship, season and the speed 
test’s results might well affect 
'the overall standings of the driv- 
ers. 

Competitors in the speed test 
.ranged from experienced drivers 
to newcomers to the sport. Each 
bad different aspirations and 
ideas about the competition. 

’ .. Ma'rouf Abu Samra, who won 
last month’s speed test was very 
apprehensive of the results. 


“We’re now. competing not 
just for winning the speed test 
but for the overall standings in 
the Drivers Open Championship 
of Jordan,” Abu Samra told the 
Jordan Times. 

Mohammad A1 Matkari. 12th 
in tire overall standings, who 
also took part in the speed test in 
his Datsun I80B, said: “It is a 
very enjoyable sport and pas- 
time although we face many 
problems due to lack of spon- 
sorship.” 


First time competitor, Mohsen 
A1 Jabali commented: “It’s a bit 
scary at first, but I would like to 
be able to compete with the 
more experienced drivers." 

Commenting on the safety 
roles and organisation of the 
speed test, Hassan A1 Taba’a 
who is fourth in the overall 
standings said: “The organisers 
have done their utmost to ensure 
that spectatois and participants 
abide by tire safety rules. This 
speed test is much better orga- 


Sta.l -- Finish 


nosed than the last one.” 

Prior to Friday’s speed test, 
Naser Bustami was leading the 
Drivers Open Championship 
with 165 points followed by 
Ma’rouf Abu Samra in second 
place with 162 points and Gaith 
Bilbeisi third with 143.5 points. 

In the Autotests Open Cham- 
pionship of Jordan Ghaith Bil- 
beisi leads with 50 points. Sinan 
Saudi is second with 44 points, 
while Ahmad Komok is third 
with 38 points. 


Com, .lii.- iwo (2] ta|»s. kijindinn 
dying finish 
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( Competitors parking 1 I 


Four Americans reach quarterfinals in Stockholm 


STOCKHOLM (AP) — Pete 
Sampras has joined fellow Amer- 
icans Richey Reneberg, Jim 
Courier and Aaron Krickstein in 
die quarterfinals of the Stock- 
holm Open. 

. -It was the best U.S. showing in 
the $1.1 millk m tournament since 
1981, when five Americans made 
the final eight. 

Sampras, last year’s U.S. Open 
champion and seeded No. 7, 
overcame David Engel of Sweden 
6-7 (1-7), 6-2, 6-4 to set up a 
meeting with defending cham- 
pion Boris Becker. 

T still feel Fm playing good 
tennis, but not great. I’m not at 
the same level as Lyon,” said 
Sampras, who captured his third 
ATP title of the year in France 
last week. 

Becker, who beat Sampras in 
straight sets in the semis here last 
year, advanced with a 7-6 (7:3), 
6^1 victory over Goran Prpic, a 
Croat who refuses to play for 


Yugoslavia. 

U I played modi easier today,” 
said Becker, the world’s second- 
ranked player. ‘Tomorrow will 
be a good test for me to see where 
I stand. 

“I haven’t played many top 
players in the last couple of 
weeks.” 

Becker suffered a back injury 
during the U.S. Open and didn't 
make his comeback until two 
weeks ago in Tokyo, where he 
was beaten by American Derrick 
Rostagno in the quarters. 

Engel, ranked 165th in the 
world before the tournament, 
saved four set points in his last 
two service games and then took 
the opening set by winning the 
tiebreak 7-1 before a partisan 
crowd of 12,915 at die Globe 
Arena. 

Sampras, serving and returning 
well,, jumped to a 4-0 lead in the 
second set and coasted the rest of 
die way. He broke the Swede’s 


Holyfield to fight Damiani 
in Atlanta next month 


; NEW YORK (R) — With the 
eagerly anticipated showdown 
1 against Mike Tyson on hold due 
to the former champion’s injured 
.ribs, undisputed heavyweight 
t Boxing champion Evander Hoiy- 
‘ field will fight Italian Francesco 

* Daniani next month, his promo- 
ter announced Thursday. 

^ Holyfield will defend his crown 

* in bis hometown of Atlanta, 

* Georgia, against the former 

* European heavyweight champion 
rpn Nov. 23, said Main Events 

chief Dan Duva, who promotes 
:Hoiyfield’5 fights. 

The fight wQl take place at the 
-Otizni, where Holyfield won his 
: first world title in 1986 — die 
: World Boring Association junior 
■heavyweight crown. 

- -Holyfield had been set to de- 

- fend against Tyson on Nov. 8 in 
Las Vegas in a bout that was 

; expected to earn an estimated 


$100 million. But Tyson reported 
phfled cartilage on his ribs last 
week and his doctor said he could 
not even spar for six to eight 
weeks. 

Intense negotiations earlier this 
week aimed at rescheduling the 
fight failed to produce a date 
agreeable to both fighters’ camps. 

Tyson promoter Dot King had 
hoped to hold the fight before 
Jan. 27, when Tyson is scheduled 
to go on trial on charges that he 
raped a beauty pageant contes- 
tant last July in bis hotel room in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

But Main Events spokes- 
woman Kathy Duva said 
Wednesday that Holyfield did not 
want to wait that long to fight 
again. 

“He doesn't want to waste the 
training he already has put in,” 
she said. 
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RESIST THAT IMPULSE 


Both vulnerable. West deals. 
NORTH 

* K Q 10 2 
7K4 
0QJ86 

* A 9 5 

, WEST EAST 

♦ A 6 4 *973 

7 A J 9 5 3 78 6 

0 A 6 0 7 3 2 

«J42 *10 8 7 6 3 

SOUTH 

* J 8 5 

7 Q 10 7 2 
0 K 10 9 4 
-* K Q 
The bidding: 

West North East South 
1.7 DM Pass 2 NT 
Pass 3 NT Pan Pan 


Opening lead; Five of 7 
Before playing to the first trick, 
plan your campaign— whether 
you’re declaring or defending. South 
ignored this sage advice and paid a 
terrible price. 

In response to partner’s takeout 
double. South’s jump to two no 
trump was classic — no four-card 
major, 11 points in a balanced hand 
and a double stopper in the enemy 
suit Since North had a rather better 
than minimum double at any vul- 
nerability, the raise to three no 
trump was automatic. 


West led a fourth-best heart and 
declarer seized the opportunity for a 
“free" finesse for tbe jade of hearts. 
Tbe operation was a success, but the 
patient died. After winning with the 
ten, declarer started on diamonds. 
When West won tbe ace of dia- 
monds, that defender continued 
with the ace of hearts, felting the 

king, and the jack to drive out de- 
clarer's queen. Declarer had only 
eight tricks and tried to steal a ninth 
by leading a spade, but West alertly 
stepped in with the ace and cashed 
two more heart tricks to inflict a 
one-trick set on the enemy. 

Had declarer taken some tizns be- 
fore committing to the first trick, it 
might have become obvious that the 
finesse in hearts was flhmoiy. West 
had to have all tire miewhig aces to 
open the bidding, so the heart suit 
was safe from attack if declarer 
played the king from dummy at the 
first trick. 

TTial would win. and declarer can 
then start on diamonds. If West 
wins and continues hearts. South's 
Q-10 constitutes two a d ditional 
stoppers .in 'the suit and the defend- 
ers are limited to their three aces. 
Any shift would permit declarer to 
then force out the ace of spades, and 
North-South garnered 10 tricks. 
The urge to win an extra trick 
proved expensive indeed. 


serve for 5-4 in the decisive set 
and then held to wrap up die 
match. 

“He served so well in the last 
two sets,” Engel said. “There was 
nothing I could do. Hie serve is 
his best weapon." 

Earlier, top-seeded Stefan 
Edberg extended his match win- 
ning streak to 19, two short of bis 
personal record, with an easy 6-2, 
6-3 win over Brad Gilbert of the 
U.S. 

Edberg won successive ATP 
titles in Sydney and Tokyo, 
where he also beat Gilbert in 
straight sets, after capturing first 
U.S. Open tide early September. 

The Swede’s personal record is 
21 straight matches. That streak 
ended with a first-round loss at 
tire U.S. Open last year. 

“It’s a long way to improve the 
record. I need to win hoc and the 
three last matches are always the 
toughest in a tournament," said 
Edberg, whose streak is the 
longest of the year. 

Edberg’s next opponent is Re- 
neberg, who beat No. 9 seed 
Karel Novacek of Czechoslovakia 
2-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

“He’s played very well in the 
last ample of weeks so it’s gang 
to be a difficult match," said 
Edberg of the unseeded Re- 
neberg, who is ranked 39th in the 
world. 

Petre Korda fought back from 
a set down to beat No. 5 seed 
Ivan Lendl 5-7, 6-1, 6-4 and will 
meet French Open champion Jim 
Courier in the quarterfinals. 

Courier, the third seed, beat 
Rostagno 7-5, 6-1. 

“It’s a dream come true. I was 



SATURDAY, OCTOBER 


Braves bomb Twins to take 3-2 World Series lead 


ATLANTA (R) — The Atlanta 
Braves d is pensed with suspense 
on Thursday and instead deli- 
vered an awesome 14-5 maul i ng 
of the Minnesota’ Twins to com- 
plete a borne sweep that turned 
the World Series upside down. 

After winning consecutive one- 
run, nail-biting victories the last 
two nights, the Braves pounded 
Minnesota with a double-fisted 
attack that included three home 
nms, three triples and a pair of 
doubles among 17 hits. 

Tbe offensive explosion put 
Atlanta within one victory of 
winning the series despite losing 
the first two games in Minnesota. 

The lopsided result sent the 
crowd of 50,878 at Atlanta-Ful- 
ton County Stadium into rapture 
and enough tomahawk-chopping 
to cause and epidemic of sore 
elbows. 

'This is the best home park in 
baseball, what with the chop that 
has really caught on all over,” 
said Atlanta centrefielder Ron 
Gant, who had three hits, includ- 
ing a triple. “They really sup- 
ported us this season and it does 
somet hi ng for the attitude at our 
balldub." 

The Braves, however, have 
played their last game at home as 
tbe best-of-seven shifts to the 
Metxodome on Saturday where 
the Twins have never lost a 
World Series game. 

“Since it was the last game in 
Atlanta we felt like we owed 
them something,” Gant said. 
“All the guys on our team wanted 


tO thank th em. ” 

Atlanta took 12 hmings and 
more than four hours of win on 
Tuesday, and needed ninth-in- 
rung henries on Wednesday to 
even the series. 

Game 5 was played by an 
entirely different script as tbe 
Braves scored four nms in the 
fo ur th, six in the seventh and 
three in the eighth besides a solo 
run in tire fifth for die biggest 
series total since the New York 
Yankees posted 16 nms in 1960. 

- Among dm hitting stars were 
David Justice, who had a two-run 
homer and drove in five runs,* 
Lonnie Smith, who homered for 
the third successive game,” and 
the remarkable Mark Lemke, 
who continued bis unlikely series 
heroics with two triples and three 
nms batted in. 

Atlanta starting pitcher Tom 
Glavine earned the win and 
Twins starter Kevin Tapani was 
tagged with the defeat in a rever- 
sal of the verdict rendered in 
Game 2 in Minneapolis. 

When the teams reconvene 
within tbe noisy confines of the 
indoor Metxodome, Minnesota is 
expected to send 20-game winner 
Scott Erickson against precocious 
lefthander Steve Avery in a do- 
or-die game for the Twins. 

“We know it's going to be 
tough,” Justice said. ‘They’re a 
very different team at home, but I 
really think we can do it. I drink 
we can take one out of two up 
there. 


Manchester United worried 
by omens and history 


his ball boy a few times bade 
home during a youth tourna- 
ment,” said Korda after the cen- 
treoopit match between the two 
native Czechoslovaks. 

The remaining quarterfinal will 
pit Krickstein against hard- 
serving Croat Goran Ivanisevic. 

Krickstein, who upset Wimble- 
don champion and No. 4 seed 
Michael Stich in three sets 
Wednesday, defeated No. 14 
seed Jakob Hlasek of Switzerland 

6- 2, 3-6, 6-2. 

Ivanisevic, seeded 12th, edged 
No. 6 guy forget of France 7-6, 

7- 6. The first tiebreak, which 
ended 15-13, was the longest on 
the circuit this year. Ivanisevic 
won die second tiebreaker 7-5. 

Korda, a lefthander who 
reached a career-high 13th on the 
ATP computer by winning a re- 
cent tournament in Berlin, osed a 
serve-amfr-volley game to ' beat 
Lendl, the 1989 Stockholm Open 
champion. 

“The (supreme court) surface 
is really quick, so it gave me a 
chance to play an aggressive 
game." 

Korda, 23, broke the top 50 in 
the rankings in July and has been 
ctimbing ever since. 

Switching of a new coach, for- 
mer Czech pro Vladimir Zcdnik, 
early this year helped Korda to 
improve his game. He also has a 
new attitude. 

“We’ve worked real hard, but 
not only on my game,” Korda 
said. “He has changed me men- 
tally, to be more happy in my life 
and enjoy my tennis and make 
people happy. Unfortunately, 
Vladimir can't be with me this 
week because he is sick.” 


NEVER TURN YOUR 
MEAD OR EVEN LOOK 
AT THE DOOR. .BE COOL * 


LONDON (R) — Leaders man- 
chester United, undefeated in the 
English league this season, hope 
history does not repeat itself at 
Sheffield Wednesday Saturday. 

United, who lost to Atietico 
Madrid in their European Cup 
Winners’ Cup second-round first- 
leg game in midweek, travel to 
Hillsborough hoping to stretch 
their 12-match unbeaten league 
run. 

But match number 13 may 
prove unfortunate. 

In 1985, under manager Ron 
Atkinson, United were top of the 
division with a 15- match un- 
beaten run when they went to 
Wednesday. They lost 1-0 to a Lee 
chapman goal and finished the 
season fourth, 12 points behind 
champions Liverpool. 

Wednesday were fighting for 
promotion from tbe second divi- 
sion last season fait they still 
managed to embarrass United, 
beating them 1-0 at Wembley in 
tiie League Cup final. 

Veteran Northern Ireland de- 
fender Nigel Worthington be- 
lieves his team mates could well 
pull off another upset. 

Worthington, the longest-serv- 
ing player at Wednesday, missed 
the‘1985 game through injury but 
hopes to make amends. “This is 
one of those games you look 
forward to," he said. 

Welsh striker Mark Hughes, 
starting a three-match ban, will 
be one of three United Players 
absent. Defender Paul luce hurt 
his ankle and Mark Phelan his 
back in Madrid. 

To add to United’s problems 
Mark Robins, a possible deputy 
for Hughes, also starts a two- 
match ban. 

If United remain unbeaten. 


they are still a long way off the 
record for an unbeaten start to 
the season of 29 games set by 
Leeds in 1973-74 and Liverpool in 
1987-88. 

Second-Placed Leeds, with 
Chapman back from injury, are 
just two points behind United 
and play at Oldbam. If they win 
and United lose, Leeds will take 
over at the top. 

Liverpool, with only one win in 
their last eight games, have injury 
problems for their home match 
against Coventry. 

Steve Nicol has a hamstring 
strain, Gary Ablett is suspended 
mid eight other first team players 
are injured. 

Manager Graeme Souness has 
signed Motherwell’s al|y maxwell 
on loan for a month as reserve for 
Bruce Grobbelaar while fellow 
goalkeeper Mike Hooper recov- 
ers from a calf operation- - ■ , 

Coventry player-manager Ter- 
ry Butcher, still upset after being’ 
sent off in a midweek cup tie, 
could be forced to include himself 
in the lineup for the match at 
Anfield. 

The former England star had a 
knee operation after last year’s 
World Cup and played seven first 
team games for Conventry after 
taking over last season. He had 
another operation in January, 
and has hardly played since then. 

Jimmy Carter, Arsenal's recent 
signing from Liverpool, could get 
his Highbury debut against Notts 
County in place of Sweden’s 
Andres Limpar. 

Kevin Campbell, scorer in the 
1-1 European Cup draw with 
Benfica Wednesday, could also 
drop out with expensive signing 
Ian Wright lurking in the wings as 
a replacement. 



Andy Capp 






■ “For trs to come out and score 
fibs we scored tonight and with 
the fan earitement here, I mean 
it’s just been a wonderful sea- 
son,” Justice continued. “We’d 
tike to go to Minn esot a and bring 
home that world championship 
for ib and especially for our fens 
who supported us all year.” 

Minnesota manager Tom Kel- 
ly, ironically, had juggled his 
lineup in hopes of generating 
more runs, bid the manoeuvring 
made no di f fere nce as Atlanta set 
tbe tone with a fourth-taring out- 
burx. 

Two of the biggest bits in the 
u pr i sin g glanced off tbe gloves of 
Twins fielders, but both would 
have required spectacular 
catches. 

" Rot (kin started the rally with 
a tine single to left Justice drove 
tbe next pitch toward the wall in' 
left 

The ball was hit so hard outfid- 
der Dan Gladden <fid not have 
time to set himself at the wall 
before leaping. He tipped the ball 
with end of bis mitt and dm ball 
bounded off the top of the fence 
and out of the park for a two-run 
homer. 

After a walk and an out, mild 
mannered Mark Lemke ag ai n 
transformed himself into a series 
sagger and ripped a long drive 
toward the wall in right. 

This time it was Davis who 


reached sp oo tbe dead rani** 
had the ball tick off his gfcrre Jad 
caro m off the wafi fw a ito- 
acoring triple. Lemke then c4ae 
around, on a sharp doable to left 
by jboftstop Rafael Befisnd* 

. After wknng another mum the 
fifth, Atlanta looked umtinaribk 
behind 'Glavine. 

But the lefthander, who bad 
walked just 69 batten in 246 
jnnmg g tfnk season, fost fab COO- 
trol in the shah and was charged 
with three runs in the rang 
d«pHg giving up jot one tut. 
Glavine walked four batten, tine 
last three in succession, to tape 
in two of the nms.' •' j •> 

Refiever Kent Mercker pet out 
the fire ami tin Braves boned the 
Twins with a six-run seventh 
started by a long blast to left by 
Smith. 

It was tbe tim'd homer put out 
the fire and tbe Braves buried the 
Twins with a six-run seventh 
started by a long blast to left by 
Smith. 

He became the first player to 
homer in three successive World 
Series games since “Mr. Octo- 
ber" — Reggie Jackson 
accomplished the feat for the 
New York Yankees, in 1977. 

“Fm just happy, .1 can’t de- 
scribe it,” said Smith, 35. 

“The home runs don’t mean as 
much to me as the fact that we’re 
ahead now." 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF, 


HARRIS - 


By Harris 



had a 20-minute aerobic workout 
just getting out of bed this 
morning * 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
ora Utter to each square, to form 
to u r or di nary-words. 




THE Bie®E5f ONE'S 
MOUTH f5,THE 
BETTER IT LOOKS — 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print mower hem: 


Saturday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: DADDY LANKY POWDBR KERNEL 
Answer In -order to achieve sucoess, first plan your 
work, then - - ■ WORK YOUR PLAN 


THE Daily Crossword by Harvey Chyfca 


' ACROSS 
A Stuping 
machines 
7 Cat's-paw 
11605 

14 Having a lazy 
nature 

15 Resound 
ifiBetore 

17 Irregular 

18 “—toils on 
her—" 

19 Blemish 

20 Ripped 

21 Deposed 

24 Less frequent 
28 Excellent goW 
score 
27 Biouse 
30 Dream signal 

32 Formal address 

33 Arista 

34 Asian parade 



37 Conserve 

40 The Tigers 
42 Bowfing Item 

44 Thought 

45 Max. food 
47 Owns 

48 1,728: abbr. 

60 Toper 
51 Fashion 
53 Up— - 
- (cornered) 

55 Rental 
agreement 
57 Color 
60 Certain fide. 

84 Ignited 

65 'Tandy — ” 

66 Walk Hie a duck 

68 Number 

69 Make revisions 

70 Action sections 

71 Take to the altar 

72 Studies 
73HBdwetier 

DOWN 

ICaf 

2 — time (never) 

3 Row of seats • 

4 Hangs in the air 

5 Comp. dr. - 

65p. gent 
7 Dwindled 


OlSBI TiSuna MWta Swocam. I 
AIHgMa RaaanMd 


8 Acidity - 

9 Sharpen 

10 Nibbles 

11 Study of 


stabSoM 


12 Move • 
laboriously 

13 Author Juies 

22 Truth: LaL - 

23 Sevats 

25 Red. of wo - 

27 Dry riverbed - ■ 

28 Inspired with / 
reverence 

29 Unified 
31 Sea cow 

35 Islet - 

36 Nothing 

38 Smafi container 

39 MA motto ward 
41 Fade 

43 Loch— • 

46 Harasses - 
48 Relaxed 
52 Looted after 
53Radtant 
54 Threefold 


conn non Gunn 
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US. Doflar la hHarnataanat Markets 


Currency - 

Naayonfe 

CfoK 

W3/T0/rwr 

Tokyo 
. c&m 

IMT 24/10/1991 

Sterling Pound ‘ _ 

1.6990- 

1.70 77 ‘ 

Deutsche Mark 

: , 1.71J5 

1.7055 

Sw«d Franc 

1.4960 

1.4903 

French Franc 

5.6370 

5.8125 ** 

Japanese Yen 'i 

131.66 

137.33 

European Current Unit 

1.1965 

1.2020 ** 


ISO l*r STU 

European O p f i ri n g (a »M u, UMT 


Wio/vm 


Currency 

I MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

12 MTHS 

UJL Dollar 

. 5.25 

5.37 

5.37 

5.56 

Slerllnjg Pound 

10.56 

10.43 ■ 

10.72 

10.06 

Deutsche Mark 

9.15 

•?.»: 

9.31- 

9.37 

Swiss Franc 

6.12 

8.25 

8.18 

8.18 

French Franc 

6.67 

9.06 

9.12 

9.78 

Japanese Yen 

6.46 

6.18 

5.90 

5.66 

European Currency . Unit 

' 9.66 ■ 

917 

9.87 

*9.87 • 


iMrrbani. bM rain far annuli. rutcdta* I Ji. IMhrs I.OM.aQBor equMesL. 

Data; 24/10/799 1 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm* 

Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Cm . 

Gold 

360.85 

7.05 

SBver 

4.11 

0.097 


21 Kara 

Central Bank of Jordan Eachaope Koto BdMn 


24/10/1991 
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¥ 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer • 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6*60 

0.6880 

Sterling Pound 

1.1663 

1.1741 

Deutsche Mark 

0.4014 

0.4034 

Swiss Franc 

0.4592 

■ 0.4615 

French Franc 

0.1177. 

0.1163 

Japanese Yen* 

0.5217 

0.5247 

Dutch Gaikler 

0.3562 

0.3580 

Swedish Krona 

0.1102 

0.7708 

Italian Lira 4 

0JJ537 

0.0540 ' 

Belgian Franc 

0.07957 

0.07967 

■* Ptr IN 



Other Camachs 

Durti 

•: 24/10/1991 

Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7890 

1.7950 

Lebanese Lira 5 

0.0775 

0.0777 

Saudi Riyal 

0.1826 

0.1835 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

- 

- 

Qatari Riyal 

0.7862 

0.1870 

Egyptian Pound 

0.2050 

0.2150 .. 

Omani Riyal 'C 

US6Q 

\" 7.7650 

UAE Dirham 

0.1662 

0.1870 

Greek Drachma* 

■ 0.3640 

0.5700 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4450 

7.4625 


- Prr 1M 

CAM Indtcm for A iorw e n Raauidal Mai ha t 


Index 

22/70/1991 Close 

13/10/1991 Close 

AB-Share 

124.07 

724.07 

Banking Sector 

10514 

704.67 

Insurance Sector 

125.71 

12511 

Industry Sector 

752.72 

. 1S3 *s* 

Services Sector 

132.24 

13119 
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LONDON EXCHANGE BATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

Jeatfing world currencies and gold against tbe dollar at midsesskm 

. on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 

L713S/45 

U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1260/65 

r*ayifirHnf> rlr>T|* lr 


1.6966/76 

Deotscfaemarks 


1.9112/22 

Dutch guilders 


1. 4865/75 . 

Swiss francs 

- 

34.91/95 

Belgian francs 


5.7875/25 

French francs 


1267/1268 

Italian lire - - 


131.20/30 

Japanese yen 


6.1820/70 

Swedish crowns 


6.6480/6530 

Norwegian crowns 


6.5725/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 

361.90/362.40 

U.S. dollars 
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Changes in law were misunderstood; Jordan maintains liberal approach 

Minister clarifies foreign investment policy 


P.V. VfrdDUumd 

Tones Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Contrary to 
common belief, the Lower 
House of Parliament has not 
discouraged foreign invest- 
ment in the.Kingdom and the 
door remains Wide open for 
foreign investors to come in, 
according to Minister of In- 
dustry and Trade AH Abel 


controv er sy, kindled 
by Lower House amendments 
to a draft law on foreign 
investments in Jordan, is 
much ado about nothing 
since the gov e rnment has not 
changed its policy -of en- 
couraging foreign investors 
and ampfiying related legal, 
procedures, be said. 

If anything, Mr. Abnl 
Ragheb adds, the govern- 
ment has enhanced and im- 
proved the dimate for fore- 
ign in v es tment in the King- 
dom and some of the regula- 
tions governing such enter- 


prise are in fact more liberal 
than in some other Third 
World countries. 

“Many potential investors 
have misunderstood the 
amendments to the law as 
voted by die Lower House” 
in early August, Mr. Abnl 
Ragheb told the Jordan 
Times, in a recent interview. 

The very idea of introduc- 
ing tbe draft law was to re- 
dnee bnreacracy and what the 
Lower House did was to rein- 
corporate elements which 
added to the legal proccdnres 
governing permissions for 
foreign investment in the 
country, be said. 

“What we wanted was to 
eliminate the involvement of 
tbe council of ministers in 
approving projects with fore- 
ign investment,” Mir. Abnl 
Ragheb explained. “The 
amendment to article six of 
the law now states that tbe 
councfiof ministers have to 
approve such projects, thus 
re taming the ytatm quo.** 


IMF increases 
funds for Dhaka 


DHAKA (R) — The Internation- 
al Monetary Fund (IMF), which 
held up aid to Bangladesh earlier 
tins year because of Dhaka’s poor 
economic management, has now 
approved an extra $123 million. 

IMF and .Bangladesh ce n tral 
bank officials said the IMF had 
increased to $469 minion tbe aid 
to Dhaka from a previous $346 
minion offered under a three- 
year programme which began in 
fiscal 1990/91. 

IMF had been annoyed by 
Bangladesh's move to raise the 
salaries of about one million gov- 
ernment employees, hank offi- 
cials said. 


The pay like will cost four 
billion taka (about $110 million) 
annually, according to official fi- 
gures. 

“The change of heart by the 
IMF indicates the fund was pleased 
with the economic p rogramm es 
being pursued by the democratic 
government of Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia,” a central 
bank official said. 

An IMF official said a team 
from the fund which visited Bang- 
ladesh recently approved the ex- 
tra money after it found Bang- 
ladesh bad promised to take 
further steps to streamline the 
economy. 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 


Following is a summary of trading daring last week and tbe previous 

WtlfL 



Oct. 19-23 

Oct. 12-16 

Ddfr avenge 

JD 2359,945 

JD 1301309 

Total nine 

JD 11,799,727 
4,751*572 

JD <308,447 

total shares 

23*9336 

He. of cnutracts 

5344 

3357 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 7395,782 

JD 4354378 


(66-5%) 

(673%) 

Financial 

JD 3,187,187 

(27.0%) 

JD 1324335 


(23.7%) 

Service 

(53%) 

(73%) 

Iusui ante 

93%) 

fl.4%) 

Share price index 

1343 

1333 

No. of compalncw 

74 

73 

Price movement (rise) 

41 

41 

(Dedne) 

23 

22 

(■table) 

10 

10 


TOKYO — Stocks wound down a sluggish session to dose barely 
changed. Hie 225-share Nikkei average was down 42.83 to 
24,906.43. 

FRANKFURT — German shares shrugged off an eaiiy boost that 
came in line with positive earnings commitments from Daimler- 
Benz to end lower across the board. The DAX index ended 6.98 
down at 1,572.03. 


ZURICH — Shares lost over one per cent, pressured by rising 
interest rates, profit-taking and position-squaring. The SPl index 
fell 12.6 to 1,081.7. 


WINDOW — UJL stocks dosed with wider losses, pushed down 
by weakness-in Wall Street and a political opinion poll giving 
Labour a lead over the Conservatives. The FTSE dosed 13.6 
lower at 2514.7. 


PARIS — Arbitrage helped the Paris bourse post a modest dosing 
gain despite weakness in bonds. The CAC-40 index added 3.19 
points to 1,834. 


NEW YORK — Blue chip stocks retraced the session's losses by 
midday, recovering on a wave of buy-programmes. 
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Cinema 


TeL* 677420" 



Add Imam 
In . 


(Arabic) 

Shows: 330, 4:15. &30. 1030 




Girls Just Want 
To Hava Fan 


Shows: 113/0, 350, 6:15, 850, 1050 pun. 


Tel: 67557r 


Nab!! A1 Kashin! 


Cinema 


Tel: 625155' 


1. SOMERSAULT TIME PLAY 

. Shone difly 850 putt. • 


2. Chfldran play 

☆THE TREASURE AND THE SEA* 



Shams dnfly 1050 ul, 430 pjn. 


Tom SeBecfc In 

HER ALIBI 


N ^stw 


330. 630, 850 p.m. 




The original draft of tbe 
law said investment from 
“foreign” investors in pro- 
jects in tbe areas of industry, 
tourism, health, agriculture, 
bousing, mineral exploration, 
media, education 
tdteoommmucations and con- 
struction could be approved 
by the mfmgter of industry 
and trade. The amendment 
deleted mineral ex p lor a tion, 
media, education, and tele- 
communications from the 
areas where foreign investors 
could come and change the 
reference from ‘‘foreign” in- 
vestors to “Arab” investors 
for projects that could be 
approved by the minister and 
stipulated than “non- Arab” 
investments should be 
cleared by the conned of 
ministers. 

The amendments do not 
prohibit “foreign” invest- 
ments in these areas, - Mr. 
Abd Ragheb pointed out In 
essence, be said, a foreign 
investor could own 100 per 
cent of projects in these fields 
as long as they had approval 
from the council of ministers 
upon the recommendation of 
the minister of trade and in- 
dustry. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb referred 
to a recent agreement con- 
cluded between the Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company 
(JPMC) and an Indian firm to 
set up a phosphoric add plant 
in the south and said the 
JPMC will have only 40 per 
cent equity in the project 
while the Indian company 
will own 60 per cent. 

Foreign investment in tbe 
fields of contracting and 
transporation — air, land and 


sea — is restricted to 49 per 
cent ownership but after 
approval by the council of 
ministers. 

Mr. Abnl Ragheb noted 
that these areas “represent 
the bread and butter of 
Jordanians” and supported 
tbe argument that foreign in- 
vestments in these fields 
should not exceed 49 per 
cent. 

Voted down by the House 
also were provisions allowing 
for foreign investors to set up 
small badnesses and hand- 
icraft industries and feu fore- 
igners to participate in ten- 
ders and start projects as well 
as conduct technical studies if 
the investor transfers- a mini- 
mum of JD 25,000 (or con- 
vertible equivalent in other 
currencies) to Jordan. 

Other provisions in the law 
— left unchanged by the 
House — allow for foreign 
equipment, machinery and 
technical assistance as well as 
trade marks and patent rights 
to be brought into Jordan and 
considered as capital invest- 
ment after their value has 
been determined by experts 
appointed by the unwwtw of 
trade and industry. 

Tbe law liberalises foreign 
participation in dealings in 
the Amman stock market (as 
long as tbe volume of shares 
purchased by a foreign inves- 
tor does not exceed 49 per 
cent of the total equity of tbe 
concerned company) and 
eases the way for repatriation 
of capital and profits. 

The provisions allow pro- 
fits derived by foreign inves- 
tors from Jordanian projects 
to be reinvested and consi- 


dered as capital. 

The law abo offers immun- 
ity to projects with foreign 
investment against seizures 
or confiscation except 
through a legal process con- 
ducted by a court of law. 

Tbe overriding stipulation 
in die law is that the foreign 
investor should transfer the 
foods in any co n vertible cur- 
rency to Jordan through a 
licensed Jordanian financial 
institution. This provision is 
clearly aimed at blocking the 
Sight of Jordanian capital d»- 
jgnised as foreign investm e nt. 

The amendments to the 
law came after razor- thin 
votes — in one case 29 in 
favour and 28 attest — in 
the House after what was 
interpreted by observers as 
an oversight on the part of 
the ministers-cumHdepiities to 
turn up for the session. Only 
57 of the 80 members of the 
House attended the session, 
bnt Islamist deputies and 
their su pport e rs turned up in 
strength to incorporate the 
amendments. 

“Six deputies who are 
ministers were not present 
during ~tiw-session,” noted 
one observer. “If they were 
present, there was no way 
these amendments could 
have been incorporated since 
the margin of votes in favour 
did not e xceed two.” 

The main contention of the 
Islamists was that tike draft 
law, in its original form, 
would have allowed “hostile 
powers” to invest in Jordan 
and gradually gain control of 
key econmic sectors in the 
Kingdom. But the net shape 
of the law after the amend- 
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mentis has only added to the 
bureaucracy in contrast to the 
government’s objective of 
addressing complaints that 
too many legal procedures 
discourage potential inves- 
tors, economists say. 

Furthermore, analysts say, 
if the goal of Islamists was to 
block “hostile investment" in 
Jordan then they have not 
succeeded since the council 
of ministers still is empo- 
wered to allow foreign min- 
vestors after scrutiny. 

Observers point out that 
the amended law has not 
been fully endorsed by parlia- 
ment since tbe Upper House 
(Senate) has not voted and 
approved it. “It is highly 
possible that the Senate 
would add its own amend- 
ments and send it back to the 
Lower House, pro mp ti n g a 
new round of votes when the 
government could muster 
majority and reverse the ori- 
ginal Lower House amend- 
ments,” one observer 
pointed out. 


DELUXE CAR FOR SALE 

Maserati car, duty unpaid, 222 E, 1990, metallic 
grey, double turbo, turbine gear, Cartier seats arid 
panel. 

With all accessories and special specifications. 

Call tel: 634447 alter 10:00 a.m. 
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APARTOTEL 


Two bedrooms, living room, kitchen, idyllic sea views. 
Bate: JD 30 per night 

Please call Aqaba, Tel: 313512 * Fax: 314339 


FOR RENT 


An unfurnished deluxe flat for rent Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, large kitchen, laundry room, large reception area, 
3 terraces, 1 veranda. 

Located near Russian and new Spanish embassies. 

For app oin tm en ts call tel: 721899 between MO un. — MO pjn. 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 
AT AL FUHAIS 

3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, living room, kitchen, 
2 bath rooms. 

Located at Al Fuhais in a quiet area. Small family only. 

Tel: 729131 



GOETHE-INSTITUT AMMAN 

German Language* Courses 


Registration: Saturday to Monday 26-28 October 
from 9 a.m. 12 noon and 4-6 p.m. 

Course duration 8 weeks, November 2-December 29 
Course fees: J.D.30 

For /farther information please call: 641993 
Saturday through Wednesday from 9 a.m. -12 noon 
and 4-4 pa n. 

Goethe- 1 nstf tut, Amman, Jabal Amman, 
Abdel Mun’ini Al Rffal Street-near 3rd Circle. 


SMALL FURNISHED SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 


Consisting of three bedrooms, two bathrooms, salon, dining 
room, separate central heating. Location: Mecca Street, Umm Al 
Summaq Al Shamali, beside Mirage Supermarket 
Rent depends an duration of lease contract 

TeL- 999652 



En rout to 
your taste... 
soon 


FOR RENT 


Semi-villa in Abdoun, between American Embassy & 
Rumers Restaurant. 4 bedrooms, fully furnished, 
air-conditioned, swimming pool, annual rent 
$ 20 , 000 . 

For more information 
pleaae contact 810377, 825269 


DELUXE FURNISHED VILLA 
FOR RENT 


An independent deluxe furnished villa consisting of three 
bedrooms, living room, sitting room, guest room, modem 
kitchen, telephone, separate central heating, garage. - 
Location: Tareq (Tab arbour) Municipality, the Retired 
Service Men Housing Estate. Annual Rent: J.D. 4000. ’ 
Pis. call tel: 004256 / 685593 


* Amman Centre of Music and Fine Arts 
announces: 

Th* Opening of Registration tor the following courses 

1. Painting on Silk 

2. Painting on Glass 


3. Painting on Canvas 
l. Decouba 


4 

5. Islamic Design 
Registration for Individual Music Lessons also continues 

For more Information plana call: 

688900 From 900- 1« 

1530-184)0 


TO OVERSEAS INVESTORS 


Our experienced highly qualified staff will help you:’ 

1. Prepare a strategy consistent with your financial 
needs to manage your overseas investments. 

2. Manage your overseas investment portfolios. 

3. Trade different investment instruments. 

For more details, please call us dally except 
Fridays hours 9-12 a.m. and 44 p.m. 
Phones: 695683, 695684 
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Under the patronage of Her Majesty Queen Noor 


in cooperation with 

Has Ministry of Cnttnre and the Embassy of Greece 

present 

George Themell 

in a 

Piano Recital 

Monday, October 28, 1991 and Tuesday October 29, 
1991 at the Royal Cultural Centre in the programme: 
Scartiatti Beethoven and Chopin. 

Tfcksti JD4 are available at 

— The Royal Cultural Centra, Tel. 661026 

— Geneva, Tel, 699100 

— The Greek Embassy, TeL 672331 

— The National Music Conservatory, Tel. 667626 
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Be always a winner 
Get your best Japanese 
MAXELL CROME TAPE 
for JD 2.5 only 

C/D JD 8 
Album JD 7 

You are welcome to E.M.C 

l ,Ttl; 606496 ~ 

BIG UARAITY OF CASSETT! 

ShmdaanJ-AI Adham BuUdlna 
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World News 


Serbia rejects revised EC plan 


THE HAGUE (R) — Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic 
Friday rejected a revised Euro- 
pean Community (EC) plan for a 
loose association of independent 
Yugoslav republics. 

“This proposal, with this con- 
tent does not lead to stability and 
peace but opens the way for sure 
new instability and tension,” 
5. said in a speech released to 


European Community- 
red peace talks on Yugos- 
yj reopened Friday, with presi- 
dents of the country's six repub- 
lics attending, to discuss a plan 
for a loose association of inde- 
pendent republics. 

Conference Chairman Lord 
Carrington said on British Radio 
the EC should keep trying to find 
a political solution to die conflict. 

the stan of the meeting was 
de|ayed by an hour by talks be- 
twpen Mr. Milosevic and Lord 
Carrington. 

fTbe latest peace effort has 
been shaken by a boycott of the 
talks by the Serbian bloc of the 
collective Yugoslav Presidency 
ana by continued fighting in the 
crpmbling federation despite 
farther EC ceasefire attempts. 

Former British Foreign Secret- 
ary Carrington, asked about the 
peace process by British Broad- 


casting Corporation (BBC) radio, 
said Friday morning: “No. Of 
course I’m not confident. It 
would be foolish to be confident. 

“Bat what I am sure of is that 
one has to go on trying, because if 
we fail the consequences for the 
people of Yugoslavia are going to 
be perfectly terrible in terms of 

human mis ery. ” 

The EC is to present a flested- 
ont version of a plan agreed by all 
the republics except Serbia at last 
week's session of the conference. 
It foresees a looser association for 
the six republics .and two pro- 
vinces, which group 23.5 million 
ethnically and religiously diverse 
people. 

The new ll-page document 
circulated among journalists Fri- 
day sets cut the same general 
terms, talking of “a free associa- 
tion” of sovereign and indepen- 
dent republics within the existing 
borders. 

The draft calls for autonomy 
for certain national or ethnic 
groups where they form a major- 
ity within republics and adds that 
such areas must be permanently 
demilitarised. 

Meanwhile, a Yugoslav army 

pilot defected in his fighter plane 
to neighbouring Austria Friday, 
Austrian Radio reported. 

The pilot landed his Soviet- 


built MiG in the southern town of 
KLageufurt shortly after 10 a.m. 
(0900 GMT). It was the first 
defection of a pilot with his air- 
craft in the war between the 
Serbian-led army and the break- 
away Republic of Croatia. 

“I was informed by the security 
services at Klageufurt that a 
Yugoslav army pilot had lan (fed 
and was seeking political asy- 
lum,” Interior Minister Franz 
Loeschnak told the radio. “He is 
currently being questioned.” 

The Austrian News Agency 
(APA) said Austrian authorities 
identified the pilot as 33-year-okl 
Rudolf P. IBs surname was with- 
held. 

“I am a Croat and I don't want 
to fire on my own people,” he 
was quoted by police as saying 
during questioning. 

He told police his 50-minute 
defection flight began in Bihac, a 
strategic Yugoslav military base 
100 kilometres south of the Croa- 
tian capital, in the neighbouring 
republic of Bosnfe-Herzegovina. 

The MiG-21 was not aimed, 
and its two extra fuel tanks were 
empty, said Austrians who ex- 
amined the aircraft. 

The Yugoslav army launched a 
new mortar attack on the historic 
Adriatic port of Dubrovnik Fri- 
day, just hours before the start of 


peace talks with die European 
Community in die Hague, Croa- 
tian Radio said. 

It said the army fired mortars 

on the eastern approaches to the 

dty in the early hours of die 
morning despite a truce agreed 
with Croatian forces'. 

The radio gave no othw details 
of the new attack on Dubrovnik 
but said that on Thursday shells 
feD on hotels and resi d e n tial 
areas and landed near a hospital 
and in the dty harbour. 

It was not dear whether any 
historic buildings were hit 
The advance on and bombard- 
ment of Dubrovnik pro m pted 
sharp Western criticism of the 
'la 


world heritage site by the United 
Nations. 

“The ceasefire was short- 
lived,” said Simon Smits, head of 
a 200-strong European Commun- 
ity observer group in Yugoslavia, 
refe rrin g to a local trace sup- 
posed to have started at five pan. 
(1600 GMT) Thursday. 

In a new strain on the collaps- 
ing Yugoslav Federation, Serbs 
voted Thursday night to set up 
their own parliament in Bosnia- 
Herzegovina because the other 
mam ethnic gr o up s in the volatile 
republic have declared it a 
sovereign state. 


U.K. Labour takes 6 point lead in poll 


LONDON (AP) — The opposi- 
tion Labour Party moved into a 
six-point lead over the Conserva- 
tives in an opinion poll released 
Thursday, another, in a series of 
surveys showing a decline in sup- 


l port for the ruling party. 


■ The National Opinion Polls 
// (NOP) survey for the Indepen- 
L -dent newspaper and the 
Broadcasting Corp. (BBC) also 
showed that nearly twice as many 
people trust Labour to protect 
the National Health Service 
(NHS). 

Labour’s gain came largely at 
- tire expense of the Liberal Demo- 
crats, according to the poll. 

The Tory rating at 39 per cent 


was unchanged a similar NOP 
poll conducted last month, which 
gave Labour a 3 per cent lead. 

NOP said that Labour received 
the support of 45 per cent of 
those polled, up from 42 per cent 
a month ago ; die Conservatives 
held on to 39 per cent; the Liberal 
Democrats had 12 per cent, a 
two-point drop; others had 4 per 
cent, a loss of one. 


It was the second poll in a week 
to show an advantage for Labour. 
A Harris -poll for the Observer 
newspaper conducted last week 
put Labour seven points ahead of 
the Conservatives. 


The polls are being watched 
because Prime Minister John Ma- 


jor must call an election by July 
1992. 

NOP also found that only 30 
per cent of voters share the gov- 
ernment’s view that “the NHS 
provides a better service today 
than it did 10 years ago.” 

Asked which party they trusted 
more to take the right decisions' 
about the National Health Ser- 
vice, 55 per cent said Labour 
while 28 per cent replied Con- 
servative, NOP said. 

NOP interviewed 1,545 people 
Saturday, Sunday and Monday, a 
week after the end of the Tory 
Party conference and following 
renewed debate about die NHS: 
The margin of error was 3.5 per 
cent. 


Seoul officials warn pact 


with North Is not easy 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean 
Prime Minister Chung Won-Shik 
returned from North Korea Fri- 
day with a “breakthrough” agree- 
ment to rfisenss a non-aggression 
pact, but officials warned that a 
final accord may be bard to 
achieve. 

They also reiterated Seoul's 
demand that the North submit its 
nuclear programme to interna- 
tional inspection, a demand 
Pyongyang has denounced as “a 
brazen and provocative act.” 

Smiling broadly in the crisp 
Korean autumn, Chung crossed 
die world’s most heavily fortified 
frontier at the Panmunjom truce 
village to end a four-day visit to 
the North Korean capital Pyon- 


gyang. 

Chung and Ins northern coun- 
terpart, Yon Hyong-Muk, agreed 
on w or ki ng-level talks to draft an 
accord on reconciliation and non- 
aggression aimed at easing four 
decades of hostility on the Ko- 
rean peninsula. 

The two prune ministers also 
agreed to meet again in Seoul 
from Dec. 10 to 13, by which time 
a draft agreement could be ready 
for their consideration. 

The agreement, the first prog- 
ress in four rounds of talks be- 
tween the two Koreas at premier 
level, was hailed by South Ko- 
rean officials as a “break- 
through” for inter-Korean rela- 
tions. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


ANC, other groups discuss united front 


CAPE TOWN (AP) — Black leaders urged a meeting of more 
than 70 anti-apartheid groups Friday to set aside their differences 
and form a united front to face the government in talks on 
political reform. Hundreds of delegates applauded as Walter 
Sisolu, deputy president of the African National Congress, and 
Clarence Makwetu, president of the Pan Africanist Congress, 
opened the| Patriotic Front Conference. The meeting is aimed at 
uniting the widely disparate groups into a single force before 
negotiations begin with the government on a constitution ending 
white-minority rule. The government and ANC want those 
negotiations to begin this year. 


White House agrees on rights bill 


WASHINGTON (AP) — President George Bush has agreed to 
accept a modified version of the Senate’s long-disputed civil rights 
bill, his Chief of Staff John Sununn said. The leading Republican 
sponsor, Sen. John Danforth, said the latest revision also had 
been accepted by the top Democratic supporter of civil rights 
legislation, Sen. Edward M. Kennedy. Senate Democrats sche- 
duled a private caucus Friday morning to consider the latest 
Republican offer. It emerged from a long day of private 
negotiations, first among Senate Republicans and White House 
officials, and later including Sen. Kennedy. “We were finally able 
to get language accepted that eliminated the prospects of quotas. 
That’s a very significant change,” Mr. Snnnnn said. “I spoke with 
die preisdent. It appears the proposal is acceptable and if there 
are no additional changes to what is there, die president is willing 
to sign that bin,” he said. 


Senate votes to probe Thomas leak 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The Senate has voted 86-12 for a 
four-month special counsel's investigation into die leaks of sexual 
harassment allegations against Clarence Thomas. Thomas was 
approved by the Senate and sworn in Wednesday as a Supreme 
.Conn associate justice, but only after an extraordinary public 
bearing that thrashed out the charges in front of a spellbound 
national television audience. The resolution was sponsored by 
Democratic members and passed over Republican objections. It 
will include leaks that mostly banned Democrats during the ethics 
committee’s investigation into allegations dial five senators — 
four Democrats and one Republican — improperly intervened 
with federal regulators on behalf of Charles Keating. He headed a 
failed savings and loan association. Mr. Bush earlier blasted 
Congress as a “privileged class of rulers” who shatter public 
confidence in government by holding themselves above the laws 
they pass for others. 


Athens 


polytechnic 
ablaze after 


violent 


clashes 


ATHENS (R) — The centre of 
Athens locked like a war zone 
Friday, with the city’s polytechnic 
on fire and shops smashed and 
looted after the worst clashes in 
years between students and 
police. 

Twenty people were injured in 
all-night skirmishes between 
police and. students demanding 
more spending on education. 

Witnesses said 500 riot police 
fired thousands of rounds of tear- 
gas and fought hundreds of pro- 
testers who occupied the 
polytechnic building, hurled pet- 
rol bombs, threw rocks, and 
Mocked streets with burning bar- 


ricades and a bus. 

The sky lit up in much of 
Athens as a fire raged for five 
hours in the polytechnic before it 
was brought under control. 

The neo-classical building was 
badly damaged and officials said 
the Maze was deliberately set by 
some 100 anarchists inside. The 
school’s dean asked police to 
dear the building. 

Forty-nine people were 
arrested. 

“We are afraid this is not the 
end. Many anarchists left the 
building during the night but they 
may come back and create more 
problems,” a senior police officer 


The dashes started Thursday 
after a march by some 1,500 
students to the Education Minis- 
try to demand more spending on 
education and the abolition of 
mid -term examinations reintro- 
duced this year. 

Police said that at the end of 
the demonstration the anarchists 
hnried stones and other objects at 
the ministry b uilding and th en 
went on to occupy the 
polytechnic. 

The students have occupied 
more than 100 schools for the 
past two weeks and have 
threatened to take over all 1,600 
high schools in Greece if the 
government does not meet their 
demands. 

Student protests in January re- 
sulted in the resignation of. 
Education Minister Vassilis Kon- 
toyanopoulos when a teacher was 
killarl during a similar march 

“The damage in the 
polytechnic is tremendous. The 
fire totally destroyed one building 
which was built 150 years ago and 
priceless books, paintings and 
furniture. Today is a day of 
mourning for Greek academic 
society,” said Nikos Markatos, 
dean of die polytechnic. 



Regional 
strongman 
willing to 
take on 
Russia 


GROZNY, USSR (AP) — Re- 
tired General Dzhokhar Dudayev 
has spent bis career being bold — 
but Ins past exploits would pale in 
dm face of what he's considering 
doing if he becomes president of 
the Chech eu-Ingusb Auton- 
omous Republic. 

The 46-year-old former bom- 
ber pilot is the best-known of four 
candidates for president in Sun- 
day’s elections. U be wins, he 
says, he would consider having 
his small enclave wage war 
a gamwt riie garagantuan Russian 
Repubfis. - 

“I believe there is a realistic 
threat of war,” he said in his 
office, which was bustling with 
aides in bine suits and camouflage 


gear. “I have no illusion that 
Russia will release its cokmics.'" 


Gen. Dudayev took control of 
the Chechen-Ingush Republic, a 
part of southern Russia, on Sept. 
6 when his su p p o rters occupied 
g over nm ent buildings and omfed 
the Commninist government for 
pur portedly supporting the failed 
August coup. 

His attempts to create as 
sovereign Chechen nation prom- 
poted Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin last Saturday to issue a 
three-day deadline for Gen. 
Dudayev to relinquish seized gov- 
ernment bufldmgs and disarm his 
National Gnard and raucous gnu- 
waving army of young volunteers. 
The deadline passed without inci- 
dent. 


Ukrainian 

parliament 

backs 


economic 


reforms 


KIEV, Soviet Union (R) — The 
Ukrainian parliament changed its 
mind Friday and backed ite gov- 
ernment's plans for economic re- 
form, including mass privatisa- 
tion, after securing independence 
from Moscow. 

One day after rejecting de- 
tailed government plans for a 
separate Ukrainian currency, 
central bank and customs, de- 
puties voted 284 to 39 in favour of 
a two-paragraph resolution sup- 
porting the government’s policy. 

The parliament put off until 
next week a debate on proposals 
to dose down the Chernobyl nuc- 
lear power station. 

The economic policy resolution 
authorised minister of the second 
most important Soviet republic 
to implement “the privatisation 
of property, the liberalisation of 
prices, financial and agrarian re- 
form and the social needs of the 
population.” 

“A lot of talking dearly went 
on last night and people appear to 
have calmed down,” said Viktor 
Lisitsky, a Ukrainian member of 
die federal Soviet parliament. 

“The government has been 
talking about privatisation for a 
month without achieving any- 
thing. The idea now is to get cm 
with the business of setting up an 
economy after independence 
.without fighting over specific 
plans,” be added. 

Radical deputies said Thursday 
the plan was not drafted properly 
and called for the resignation of 
Prime Minister Vitold Fokin. 

Parliament’s turbulent session 
came in the middle of a referen- 
dum campaign in which voters on 
Dec. 1 are likely to back the 
Ukraine's independence from 
Moscow. 

National sentiment reached 
fever pitch after the failed hard- 
line coup against Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev in August 
and now even conservative de- 
puties favour independence. 

Local journalists said Mr. 
Fokin’s removal could have de- 
layed moves towards independ- 
ence and tins forced radicals to 
rethink their position and back 
die government. 

On Chernobyl, deputies were 
expected to vote for complete 
closure of tire station, site in 1986 
of the world’s wont nuclear acci- 
dent, as soon as technically possi- 
ble. 

Deputy Vladimir Yavorivsky, 
an ecologist who has led the 
campaign for its closure, told 
deputies they would be fully in- 
formed of the consequences in 
the coming winter of removing 
the station from the Soviet power 
grid. 

There was no indication 
whether deputies would debate 
the question of whether the 
Ukraine would adhere to an eco- 
nomic agreement binding 
together Soviet republics and the 
Kremlin following the collapse of 
the country’s main institutions in 
August 


More looting in Zaire as 
West pressures Mobutu 


KINSHASA (R)— Looting con- 
tinued in Zaire's second city early 
Friday as Western pressure 
mounted on President Mobutu 
Sese Seko to make peace with the 
opposition. 

Belgium told thousands of its 
nationals who have stayed in 
Zaire despite violent riots and 
looting to leave the former Bel- 
gian colony at once to avoid 
patting their lives in danger. 

Diplomatic sources said sol- 
diers and civilians were methodi- 
cally pillaging bouses in Lnbum- 
bashi, the capital of South East 
Shaba province. 

At least 17 people were killed 
in the city tins week after army- 
led looting began Monday, the 
medical aid charity Medecins 
Sans Frontieres (MSP) said 
Thursday. 

‘There is a breakdown of au- 
thority in LubumbashL Looters 
are going methodically from one 
abandoned house to another,” a 
Western diplomat said. 

Most of the 1,400 remaining 
expatriates in Luburobasbi, the 
centre of Zaire’s crucial mining 
industry, are being evacuated by 
Belgian paratroopers. 

A convoy of foreigners would 
leave Friday by road to Zambia, 
diplomats said. 


Belgian Prime Minister Wil- 
fried Martens said in a statem e nt 
Friday. Th the tight of the latest 
developments in Zaire the gov- 
ernment finds itself obliged to 
insist forcefully that all Belgians 
leave the country so as not to put 
their lives and security at risk. 

“This evacuation should hap- 
pen at once so that it can benefit 
from the final protection of Bel- 
gian soldiers in Zaire,” the state- 
ment said. 

Some 4,500 Belgians are still in 
Zaire. Before riots and pillaging 
phmged the country into chaos a 
month ago about 10,000 live 


there 

Both the United States and 
Western European countries, 
piled p re ss ure cm Mr. Mobutu to 
pull back from the precipice and 
compromise 'with the main 
opposition parties backed by 
or dinar y Zaireans. 

The French Foreign Ministry 
said Friday that the remaining 
FrenJi nationals in Zaire are to 
be evacuated, and immediately 
a ft e r war ds France win withdraw 
tiie troops it sent to keep the 

p facft i- 

“Given the situation in Zaire,' 
the French embassy in Kinshas a 
has been told to organise, in 
coordination with the Belgian au- 
thorities, all the necessary means 
to repatriate the whole of the 
French community in Zaire as 
soon as possible,” said Ministry 
spoke&nan Daniel Bernard, 

“The French troops wiB be 
with dra wn as soon as the depar- 
ture of French nationals has been 
guaranteed.. . our cooperation 
(with Zaire) has been broken 
off,” he added. 

The capital was calm Friday 
morning, 24 horns after violent 
riots erupted in protest at Mr. 
Mobutu's choice of prime minis- 
ter. 

He picked veteran campaigner 
Mongol Diaka as Zaire’s fourth 
premier in 1991, defying Western 
and domestic pressure to reap- 
point opposition leade r Etienne 
Tshisekedi. 

In its toughest statement since 
the crisis erupted in Zaire last 
month with army-led riots, the 
United States effectively rejected 
Mr. Mongol as a credible pre- 
mier. 

“An effective and credible gov- 
ernment in Zaire is an immediate 
necessity... such a g o ver nm ent 
must be formed and led by a 
prime minister having broad 
popular s u pport,” the State De- 
partment said Thursday. 



Soviet Turkmenia set 


to declare independence 


MOSCOW (R) — Hie conserva- 
tive Soviet Central Asian Repub- 
lic of Turkmenia is set this 
weekend to declare independ- 
ence, making it one of the last 
republics to do so since August's 
faded hardline coup. 

A popular referendum on 
whether the mainly desert repub- 
lic should secede from Moscow is 
set for Saturday and most of the 
3.6 million population are likely 
to vote yes. 

Leaders in the republic, winch 
relies heavily on its cotton crop, 
are set formally to declare inde- 
pendence Sunday. 

Republican officials say the 
move towards secession from 
Moscow was sparked by the 
coop, after which all the republics 
except Turkmenia, Russia and 
Kaza khstan declared independ- 
ence. 

“Our population favoured 
maintaining the union, and is still 
for the preservation of a single 
economic- space,” said Anatoly 
Sokol tsov, deputy head of the 
Turkmenian mission in Moscow. 

“The referendum was caused 


by a change in mter-repabtican 
relations. After the coup, central 
control collpased. Oats was one 
of the but republics to decide on 
declaring independence,” be said 
jn an interview. 

“Almost all the others have 
done it and we had to come to our 
own conclusion,” be said. 

A joint statement by President 
Saparmurad Niyazov and the 

Turkemenian parliament pub- 
lished last' week said the republic 
could not be diverted from the 
path to independence and would 
cre a te its own armed formations 
to defend its territory. 

In a national referendum in 
March, over 95 per cent of Turk-: 
memans voted to maintain the 
Soviet Union. The republic was 
one of the eight which last week 
signed a key economic agreement 
to p re vent total economic col- 
lapse this winter 

TBrianezna has always been 
one of the most conservative re- 
publics, where local leaders have 
traditionally kept a tight grip on 
power and damped on oppoation 
movements. 


U.N. peace force faces big problems in Cambodia 


BANGKOK (R) — The interna- 
tional peacekeeping force to be 
sent to Cambodia feces enormous 
problems policing ' armies for 
whom war has become a way of 
life. Western military experts said 
Friday. 

“It’s certainly not a simple 
situation. In feet it’s a pretty 
bloody serious situation. To send 
in too few troops would be ludic- 
rous,” said one military attache. 

Even after Cambodian leaders 
signed a peace accord in Paris 
Wednesday, heavy shelling in the 
northwest rattled windows in the 
Thai border town of Aranyap- 
ratbet. 

“The trust between the four 
factions is not there,” said Ok 
Serei Sopheak, an official of the 
Khmer People’s National Libera- 
tion Front guerrillas. 

“There’s been war in Cambo- 
dia for over 20 years and we used 
to kiD each other. It’s going to 
take time.” 


already there. 

The foil UNTAC is expected to 
begin operations in 1992, staying 
for 18 months at a cost topping $1 
billion. 

It has not been decided who 
win UNTACs military side. Au- 
stralia has put in a bid for the 
chief military post as it will prob- 
ably contribute more than 1,000 
troops. 


Under the treaty United Na- 
tions peacekeeping troops form- 
ing part of the U.N. Transitional 
Authority in Cambodia (UN- 
TAC) are charged with disarming 
combatants and policing a cease- 
fire. 

The size of the force is still to 
be decided. 

A ci vilian and military van- 
guard — the U.N. advance mis- 
sion in Cambodia — has began 
arriving in tire capital Phnom 
F6nh. Hie soldiers will be led by 
French Brigadier-General Jean- 
Michel Loridon. 

The vanguard will indnde 50 
military officers and 20 experts in 
mine clearing. Australia is send- 
ing 40-member communications 
unit and two of its officers are 


Estimates on UNTACs size go 
as high as 20,000. 

A Western defence expert in 
Bangkok said a force numbering 
tens of thousands would be pro- 
hibitively expensive. 

Tt would be a fortune — - 
billions of dollars. You have to 
find housing for them or build it. 
Where are you going to put them, 
where are yon going to find food, 
water and eleebitity?” 

T can imagine a military force 
of around 2,000,” said a Western 
defence attache in the Thai capit- 
al “It’s got to be at least that 
number to - be effective.” 

Mr. Ok Serei Sopheak said at 
least 10,000 troops were needed. 

The rival guerrilla armies are 
spread over hundreds of 
kilometres of barren countryside, 
where tropical diseases like 
malaria are endemic. Few roads 
exist and most fo them are jnst 
pot-holed tracks. Many bridges 
have been blown up. 


In years of jtmge warfare, 
large guerrilla forces have be- 
come adept at-hiding in thinly 
populated country. Intelligence 
on their whereabouts is 
rudimentary and no reliable esti- 
mates exist about the size of the 
nval armies. 

In a multinational force co- 


ordination wQl also be a problem. 

France, Cambodia’s former 
colonial ruler, has posted for 
Frend*4ed operation with French 
as the official UNTAC language. 
An English-speaking diplomat 
dismissed the idea as ridiculous. 

The Western attache said offic- 
ers from the advance mission 
would station themselves at the 
headquarters of the various 
annies to monitor the ceasefire. 

Finding the base of an army as 
secretive as that of the Khmer 
Rouge might be difficult. 

“The Khmer Rouge cm just 
point to a spot on the map and 
take them to a place with a 
typewriter and a table ami call it 
their headquarters,” said Mr. Ok 
Serei Sopheak. “Even we don’t 
know where the Khmer Rouge 
are right now.” „ 

He said it was sometimes im- 
possible to distinguish between 
guerrilla units, government 
troops, and Vietnamese whom 
the guerrillas say are stiD fighting 
in the Phnom Penh army. 

“As the French say, after dark 
all casts are grey.”' 

He accused other of 

already stashing guns to circum- 
vent U.N. -supervised disarma- 
ment and demobilisation. 

Mr. Ok’s own troops are s aid 
by foreign relief workers to show 
a penchant for banditry. 

Gangs of renegades and deser- 
ters from aU factions are operat- 
ing along the border with Thaj- 


countxyside that have caused up 
to 20,000 Cambodian cansaities 
in the past decade. 

U.N. units might also get 
canght in the crossfire of any 
renewed fighting, as has hap- 
pened often elsewhere in the 
world. 

Said one' diplomat: “UNTAC 
are not there to get into fisticuffs. 
It’s impossible to make peace 
without the willingness of the 
Cambodians.” 


Thai Prime Minister Anand 
Panyarachun said the agreement 
ending the war in neighbouring 
Camb odia opened up a new era 
bat peace would not come easily. 

“This, is a good sign for toe 
region. At least we have peace 
and cooperation on paper now,” 
he was quoted bv state nufio as 


saymg 1 

“This does not mean that peace 
will come easily. There might be 
some incid ents that wffl not be in 
conformity with the agreement,” 
be said. 


wiD grow as thousands of hungry 
combatants are demobilised with 
little chance of a job. 

>Tte peacekeepers win be at 


of la ndmin es strewn over the 


He pledged Thai help in re- 
building the shattered country 
tet also urged developed coun- 
tries to take the lead. 

Thailand has staunchly -sup- 
p orte d th c Khmer Rouge-' 
d om i nat ed guerrilla coalition for 
''most of the 13-year civil war, 
which formally ended with the 
signing of a peace treaty in Paris 
Wednesday. 

Thailand hag allowed the guer- 
rillas sanctuary on its. soil and- 
acted as a conduit for arms. 

In recent years it has sought a 
role a peace-maker under a pobey 
which former Prime Minister 
Chatichai Choonhavan called 
“batt lefield s to marketplaces.” 


Imalda getting her 
shoes back— all 
1,700 pairs 


MANILA (AP) - '.The pm 
ment of President Corazdfc 
Aquino has decided to ret ash 
Imelda Marcos’s worid-femow 
shoe collection, a major attra* 
tion of tire Malacanang Presiden- 
tial Palace Museum. Presidential 
executive secretary Franklin 
Drilon said Thursday that Mis. 
Marcos* UDO pairs of shoes and 
other “personal effects” such as 
perfume and underwear wifi be 
given bade to her when she re- 
turns from exile next month. “We 
wiD give back afl her personal 
effects.” Mr. Drilon said- “Even 
if toe doesn’t dasn them, we wQl 
give them back to her.” Press 
Undersecretary Horacio 
Paredes earlier said Mis. Marcos 
bad to first prove toe owned 
them. The Shoes, including a pair 
with Wirkmg disco lights, plus a 
bullet-proof bra and a basement- 
full of gowns, are the main attrac- 
tions of a tour of Malac anang . 
The palace was abandoned by toe 
late President Ferdinand Marcos 
and bis family when he was top- 
pled in a popular revolt. 


Taiwan criminals 
using pigeons 
to collect ransom 


TAIPEI (R). — Car thieves in 
Taiwan have found an ingenious 
way to evade police while collect- 
ing ransoms from owners for the 
return of their vehicles — homing 
pigeons. They leave a ransom 
note and a pigeon, promising to 
return the car if the bird is de- 
spatched with cash in a can tied to- 
ils body, police said Wednesday. 
“Once we tried to catch the 
thieves by using telescopes to 
follow the pigeon. But it flew too 
high and too fast and we lost sight 
of it,” Chen Oriao-Ching, head 
of the central dty of Changway 
Criminal Affairs Department, i 
said, by telephone. Breeding pi- 
geons is a popular pastime iry 
Taiwan, where the birds are kept 
as pets and flown in races. 


Woman gives birth 
to 4th set of triplet^ 


YAOUNDE (R) — A woman in 
die central African country j'of 
Cameroon has given birth to ner . 
fourth set of triplets, the official 
daily Cameroon Tribune said. 
Tuesday. It said 30-year-old 
Fahnata 'Abba, from the poor 
nort h ern town of Yagoua, had 
borne 14 children in all including ; 
one pair of twins since toe was 
married at the age of 10. One 
child died but the rest were all 
well, tiie paper added. 


Tibet plans highest, 
coldest beauty 
pageant 


HONG KONG (E) — Goose- 
pimples and vertigo -will be just 
some of the hazards facing con- 
testants when. tiie Himalayan re- 
gion of Tibet bolds its find beaux- 
ty pageant this winter. Perhaps 
the highest and coldest of its kind 
in the world, the beauty contest 
has the go-ahead from the 
Chinese authorities and will be 


held in Lhasa on Dec. 7, Ernesto 
Barba, Italian manager of tbe 
Holiday Inn Hotel .tint wilt 
host . toe event, said Wednesday. 

It will be a big extravaganza,” 
said Mr. Barba, speaking by tele- 
phone from Lhasa, the regional 
capital. Several attempts by 
Chinese cities, incinding Shan- 
ghai, to boost their profile by 
holding beauty contests have 
foundered in recent years be^ 
cause of political ill winds blow- 
ing from Communist hardliners 


Tibet has its own special prob- 
lems, rocked m the past few years 
by pro-independence demonstra- 
tions and the brutal suppression 
by police. Foreign t ouris m has 
begun to revive only this year 
after 14 months of martial Law 1 
was lifted in May 1990. . ”. 


Indonesians may 
enter beauty showed 


JAKARTA (R) . ■ — IndoBeaan- 
women wiH be afiowed EO-enteft' 


international, beauty contests 
a 20-year-okl ba £ 
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